Y4 Geography Exam Guide 
Here is some of the information you will need to know to be successful in your exam. Your Geography exam will last 45 minutes in total. Look through your exercise book and read through the work we have done in class.

Please make sure that you look at the marks allocated for each question as this will give you an idea of the detail and amount of information required.

You will also need to know some of the major European capital cities.

What is Geography 
Geography is:

The study of the Earth’s natural features, people and places and how they affect each other.

Geography includes:

Physical Geography - The study of the Earth’s natural features or landforms i.e.: rivers, mountains forests.  Anything that occurs naturally.
Human geography - The study of where and how people live.  Anything that is made by man.  i.e. towns, cities, factories, shops. 
Environmental Geography – Anything that affects the environment.  i.e. traffic, pollution, overcrowding.
Lines of latitude and longitude

Lines of latitude and longitude are imaginary lines. Geographers draw them on maps and globes to help us find places. They are measured in degrees.

Lines of latitude are always given first in a set of coordinates.

Lines of latitude go across the map.   Important lines are the Equator and the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn.
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Lines of longitude go up and down the map. 
The most important is the Greenwich Meridian from the North to the South Pole
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Settlements

A Settlement is a place where people decide to live.

Early settlements needed:

· Water - to drink, wash and as a means of transport

· Woodland - for fuel and building material

· Fertile land - to grow crops for food and trade

· Stable and flat land - to build on

· Shelter - to protect from the weather

· Defensive position - to protect from attack

Settlements hierarchy

A ‘hierarchy’ is an order of importance

(From smallest to biggest)

· Hamlet

· Village

· Town
· Capital
· Conurbation

The larger the settlement the more services it will have. Services are anything the public will use e.g.: shops, hospitals, schools, police stations, post offices, cinemas, sports centres, swimming pools etc…

Settlements can be:

Residential - a place to live

Industrial - a place where factories and warehouses can be found.

Docklands/Port - a place to travel and or transport goods for trade with other countries

Commercial – somewhere to shop and buy things
Tourism – somewhere to visit
Urban – built up areas
Rural - in the countryside

There are 3 main settlement patterns

Dispersed - Buildings and houses are spaced out as farmland is required.




Nucleated - Buildings and houses are arranged around a central point possibly a market square or well.
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Linear - Buildings and houses are arranged in a line, following a river for water or a main road.
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Map skills

· Maps - give us information about where places are and help us find our way about

· Show features and services in an area.

· Tell us how steep or flat the land is.

· Help us to find a destination.
Showing directions

We use compass roses to show directions on a map. There are four main cardinal directions: North, South, East and West.
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Measuring distance on a map

Maps have to be drawn smaller than real life to fit on a piece of paper. How much smaller they are shown by the scale. This shows you the distance between places.

For example:

1cm on a map= 1km in real life

Maps also have keys and symbols to represent real life places or services.
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Gird References/Coordinates
Grid references/ coordinates help us to locate places on maps.

It may be difficult to find places on a map. To make it easier, a grid of squares is drawn on a map. When the lines making up the grid are numbered the exact location of a place can be given. 
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Always read ‘along the corridor’ (numbers at the bottom) and then ‘up the stairs’ (numbers on the side).

The house is in grid square 13,22

Relief on maps
Relief is a word used to describe the height and shape of the land, e.g.: mountains, valleys, hills etc.  It can be represented on maps in different ways.
Spot Heights

These are represented by dots and give the exact height of a point on a map.
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Layer colouring/shading

Areas of different heights are shown by bands of different colours and explained in the map key.
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Contours

These are lines drawn on a map. They join places which have the same height and often have their height marked on them. [image: image10.jpg]



Major European capital cities

	Country
	Capital City

	Austria
	Vienna

	Belgium
	Brussels

	Bosnia and Herzegovina
	Sarajevo

	Bulgaria
	Sofia

	Croatia
	Zagreb

	Czech Republic
	Prague

	Denmark
	Copenhagen

	England
	London

	Finland
	Helsinki

	France
	Paris

	Germany
	Berlin

	Greece
	Athens

	Hungary
	Budapest

	Iceland
	Reykjavik

	Ireland
	Dublin

	Italy
	Rome

	Luxembourg
	Luxembourg

	The Netherlands
	Amsterdam

	Northern Ireland
	Belfast

	Norway
	Oslo

	Poland
	Warsaw

	Portugal
	Lisbon

	Romania
	Bucharest

	Russia
	Moscow

	Scotland
	Edinburgh

	Serbia
	Belgrade

	Spain
	Madrid

	Sweden
	Stockholm

	Switzerland
	Bern

	Wales
	Cardiff
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