
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 21 Wetherbuzz 

Monday 6
th

 March
 
– Sunday 12

th
 March 2017 

Monday 6
th

 March Monday Clubs 

 Staff Meeting – 8am  
 SOCS Assembly for Years 6-8 – 8:40-9am  
 Year 4 Viking Longship Workshops – all day 
 Games for Years 3 and 4 – 9-11:30am  

 Games for Years 5 and 6 – 1:30-4pm 

 U11 A&B vs. Arnold House (A) – 2:30pm  
 Wetherby U11 C vs Wetherby U11 D (friendly) (H) – 2.30pm  

 Lower Debating – 4-5pm 
 Upper Debating – 4-5pm 
 Tour Choir – 4-5pm in the Music Room  
 History Club – 4-5pm  

 Indoor Rock Climbing – 4-5pm 
 Indoor Sports – 4-5pm 
 Creative Writing (Years 3&4) – 4-5pm  
 Creative Writing (Years 5&6) – 5-6pm  
 Elite Fencing – 4-6pm  

Tuesday 7
th

 March Tuesday Clubs 

 Wetherby Choir – 8-9am  
 Games for Year 7 and 8 – 9-11am  
 Swimming for Year 5 – 9-11am  

 Games for Years 3 and 4 – 1:30-4pm 

 U8A-C vs. Caldicott (A) – 2:15pm  
 U9A-F vs. Caldicott (A) – 2:15pm  
 Year 6 French Residential Information Evening – 5:30pm in 5K 
 Spring Recital in the Pioneer Hall – 6pm  

 Running – 7:45-8:20am 
 Fitness – 8-9am 
 Fencing (Years 3&4) – 4-5pm  

 Table Tennis – 5-5:45pm   
 Chess – 4-5pm 
 Latin Level 3 Preparation – 4-5pm 
 Dolphins Development Squad – 4:15-5pm 
 Musicianship and Theory – 4-5pm 

(Chelsea Quavers) 
Wednesday 8

th
 March Wednesday Clubs 

 Year 7 Rowing at Putney – 8am  
 Physical Education for Year 7 – 9-10:30am 
 Swimming for Year 3 – 9-11am 
 Swimming for Year 4 – 10-12pm  
 Games for Year 7 and 8 – 1:30-4pm  

 1
st
 & 2

nd
 XIII vs. Rokeby (A) – 2:30pm  

 U12A & B vs. Rokeby (A) – 2:30pm  

 Elite Chess – 8-9am  
 Classical Greek Civilisation – 4-5pm 

 Cardboard Engineering – 4-5pm  
 Lower Code Club – 4-5pm  
 Development Fencing – 4-6pm  
 Travel and Culture – 4-5pm 
 Maths Games/Puzzles – 4-5pm 

 Lower Swim Squad Year 5 – 4:10-5pm 
 Lower Swim Squad Year 4 – 5-5:45pm   

Thursday 9
th

 March Thursday Clubs 

 Year 8 Rowing at Putney – 8am  
 Physical Education for Year 8 – 9-10:30am  

 Games for Years 5 and 6 – 1:30-4pm 

 U10 & U11 Inter-House Rugby – 1.45pm   
 Inter School Cross Country at Claremont Fan Court School, 

Surrey – 11am  
 Wetherby Voices – 4-5pm  
 Management Meeting – 4:30pm 
 PTA Quiz Night, Pioneer Hall – 7pm   

 School Play – 4-5pm (see rehearsal 
schedule) 

 Upper Code Club – 4-5pm 

 Maths Revision for Year 8 – 4-5pm  
 Upper Swim Squad – 4:30-5:30pm  
 Fencing (Year 5) – 5-6pm in the Dining 

Room 

Friday 10
th

 March   Friday Clubs 

 Maths Department Celebrate World Maths Day – All day 
 Staff Meeting – 8am   
 Whole School Assembly at Church of the Annunciation – 8:30am    
 Year 3-5 ‘Being Safe Online’ Talk – 1:45-2:15pm  
 Being Safe Online talk in the Pioneer Hall – 1:45-2:15pm  
 Fencing vs St Benedicts (A) – 2.30pm 

 Whole School Clubs – 2:30-4pm 
 No Homework Club – school closes at 

4:30pm 

Saturday 11
th

 March  

 St. James U10 Rugby Tournament. Barn Elms - am 
 1

st
 XI Cricket Training at The Oval – 2-4pm  (Invite only) 

Sunday 12
th

 March  

 National Schools Cross Country Finals at Malvern College 
 IAPS Ski Championships Trip to Passo del Tonale Departs 

 U13 7s at Berkhamsted School  
  



 
Dear Parents, 
 
I write this just as I am about to leave for Dublin on rugby tour with the U11s.  This is the fifth year we 
have taken part in the Blackrock Tournament.  Six years ago, Alan McGinty, Headmaster of Blackrock 
College, visited Wetherby Prep and we instantly hit it off.  As I toured him around our building, he 
really warmed to the spirit of the boys and the conviviality of our staff, so much so that, as he left, he 
invited us to attend their annual Prep School Tournament the following spring.  For five years now, 
we, as staff, boys and parents, have loved our participation in this tournament, fond recollections of 
Dublin and fellowship between staff, parents and our Irish friends at Blackrock making for the 
happiest of memories.  It is always a highlight of the year for me and tomorrow, probably a career 
highlight as not only will I be there supporting Wetherby but also my elder son Patrick, who will be 
lining up for his (and my old) school, Chesham Prep, who now also attend the same tournament.  As 
the only two teams from England, we will be supporting and cheering each other on; follow the 
Twitter feed for news on what will be a memorable and, for me, quite emotional event. 
 
Great fun all this week with Book Week celebrated at both the Prep and Senior Schools.  My ‘wolf’ 
costume got another outing (last seen at Wetherby Prep Christmas Party 2015) at the Senior School, 
as the staff put on a splendidly imaginative and creative display of costumes throughout the day.  I 
must say that I chickened out for a meeting with a prospective parent halfway through the morning 
and reverted to a boring suit but I shouldn’t have bothered as the parents, having just finished their 
tour asked, “Why aren’t you in costume?”  A lesson then to stick to your principles and follow the 
day through, no matter the circumstance or detail of the day.  And how pleased I was when, unlike 
the majority who instantly remarked that I had come as a character from a fairy tale, one boy 
questioned me, “Are you the wolf from The Crossing?”  I admit, I also thought I was the ‘Big Bad 
Wolf’ on this occasion but, typical of our learned and well-read boys at Wetherby Senior, he had 
made the link with what is indeed an excellent book by Cormac McCarthy, that I remember reading as 
a student, describing the care a cowboy takes of a captured wolf.  Well done to that boy and well 
done to all of our boys and staff, particularly Heads of English, Miss Kirk (WSS) and Mrs Trevitt 
(WPS) who, with the support of our ever-brilliant PTA, made Book Week at Wetherby such a 
successful one. 
 
Have a good weekend, 
 

 
Nick Baker  

Citizen of the Week Sportsman of the Week  

This week’s Citizen of the Week is Milo G in 8I. We 
take considerable pride in the way in which older 
boys help younger ones here at Wetherby and Milo 
is a great example. He regularly gives time to a boy 
as part of our mentoring programme, so well indeed 
that the boy’s parents nominated him, with fulsome 
support by staff at this morning’s briefing. Well done, 
Milo! 

This week’s Sportsman of the Week is John C in 4K. 
Scoring a spectacular 7 tries against Arnold House 
this week, John gives 100% to every sporting 
endeavour and is regarded as one of our most 
improved swimmers too. A true, all-round sportsman 
to watch then, we look forward to seeing John 
continue to develop his strengths in the future. Well 
done, John! 

  



 
From the Senior Mistress – School Council 

Miss Olney writes… 
 
On Tuesday, the School Council had a very productive meeting and was impressed with how proactive Chef 
Peter has been with their requests in the meeting. Below are some of the key points raised by School 
Council and the outcome of them.  
 
Issues/Ideas brought up during meeting: 
 
• House colour drinking cups – Many thanks to Chef Peter for bringing these in at lunchtime. School Council 
is always so appreciative of how supportive you are!  
 
• Dessert collaboration – Zac Roda (6J) was invited to the meeting today to think of possible dessert 
collaborations with Chef Peter as he was part of the Junior Bake Off! School Council put forward a number of 
desserts including cheesecake, sticky toffee pudding, tiramisu and rocky road. It was a tough vote but sticky 
toffee pudding is the favoured dessert for Zac (and the one he is most accomplished at)! Chef Peter is fully 
supportive of this and has invited to a meeting next Tuesday to discuss how he will be bringing this dessert 
to the Dining Room next term.  
 
• Music Club – Arki suggested bringing back an Orchestra Club or Rock Band Club for the Autumn Term. Mr 
Rodwell and Mr Brawn love this idea and are hoping to start an instrumental club for the Autumn Term.  
 
• Year 4 Locker Room Monitors – Arki again suggested that it would be good to have some boys to look out 
for others in the Year 4 Locker Room, especially in the mornings/home time. Arki and I will be meeting to 
discuss suitable boys to take on this position of responsibility.  
 
• Fresh orange juice – After the popularity of the smoothie shots at lunchtime, Joshua suggested fresh 
orange juice shots for a Friday lunch as felt that some of the cartons contained more sugar than freshly 
squeezed juice. When I discussed this further with Chef Peter, he mentioned that it would be quite difficult to 
juice enough oranges for this; however, he is going to trial some fresh orange juice bottles at lunchtime on 
Friday.  
 
• Homework diaries – Miss Clifford spoke to the boys about the different pages for the homework diaries for 
next academic year. She asked the boys to think of some suggestions for pages e.g. clubs, reading, notes 
etc. As such, School Council boys should discuss this further with their forms and come up with 5 
suggestions to bring to the next meeting.  
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 7th March at 8:30am in the Dining Room.   

  

House cups in the Wetherby Dining Room 
The salad bar with favourite new addition – 

cherry tomatoes! 

  
Community Duty Dream Team  Joshua S loves his OJ! 

 



 
From the Senior Master – Wetherby Sports Website 

 
Mr Blundell writes… 
 
Many thanks to all the parents who have tried the new sports website. www.wetherbyprepsport.co.uk Please 
follow the link to find out all the information you need for next week’s fixtures, in what is another jam packed 
week. I will be running an assembly on Monday morning for all the boys in years 6-8 to show them the 
website and how it works. As with all these things, the boys are so much better at accessing technology that 
I really want them to take as much ownership as possible so they can direct you as parents to where they 
are playing, and on what day etc. A quick tip is to go directly to the website and then ‘Sports Calendar’. Click 
on ‘Today’s Teams’ and this will give a full list of all the boys who are playing that day with the location, pick 
up time etc.  http://www.wetherbyprepsport.co.uk/TodaysTeams.asp?Id=28432&D=8&M=3&Y=2017 For the 
younger boys we will be showing them during form time. I hope this helps to make the transition easier and 
as always, please contact me with any questions. The password for the site is ‘TeamWetherby’ and all team 
sheets will go ‘live’ on Friday’s in line with the Wetherbuzz. Have a great week. 

 
From the English Department – World Book Week Celebrations! 

 
Year 3 

 
Miss Phoenix writes…. 
 
For World Book Week, 3P have been looking at ‘The True Story of the Three Little Pigs’, an amusing version 
of a classic fairy-tale that twists point of view and perspective. The boys wrote a newspaper report of the 
events which took place, however ‘The Daily Wolf’ and ‘The Daily Pig’ both have a slightly different take on 
the events… 
 
“The Daily Pig, By Suleman Abbas 
The Pig Swot team arrived at the scene of the crime as the Big Bad Wolf is going mad at Peter Porker’s front 
door! We have discovered that the Big Bad Wolf has eaten Peter Porker’s brother Piggy Porker and Mr Ham. 
The Wolf also blew down the pigs houses. He claims he needed sugar and had a cold. But the Pig Swot 
failed to believe him and chucked him in prison.”  
 
“The Daily Wolf, By Casper Maclean 
Yesterday, our hunter Alexander T. Wolf perishes by the hands of the Pig Swot. This is what the Pig Swot 
had to say, “We arrived at the scene. I said, “Blow the place up boys!” We deeply miss our hunter. “He is one 
of a kind,” said his father. 
 
After exploring the true story of the three little 
pigs, the boys have been considering their 
own twisted fairy-tales. Aran Mehra has 
twisted the classic tale of the Three Little 
Pigs into the Three Little Wolves… 
 
“Saturday morning, Pigs favourite day, was 
peaceful and quiet. Until, “hoooowwwwlllllll!” 
“Not again”, shouted Pig. “The wolves must 
be building their houses again.” The sound of 
the drills was so loud Pigs eardrums were 
banging in his head. The piggy switched off 
the TV, (even though it was his favourite 
programme) and ran to the door, opens it 
and slams it behind him. Pig stormed to the 
wolves houses and shouted, “Wolfies, stop 
that noise!” The noisy drills kept drilling; the 
wolves took no notice of the Pig. He had had 
enough...” 

 
Usifu Jalloh 

 
Mrs King writes… 
 
The Year 3 and 4 boys began book week with a wonderful session with the talented storyteller, Usifu Jalloh. 
Usifu’s exciting performance of his African Cowfoot Production was sensational and had all the boys totally 
enthralled.  His unique combination of drums, singing and audience participation brought the folk tale to life 
and gave all the boys a taste of African storytelling. Visit the school’s Instagram page to see a video clip from 
the session. 

http://www.wetherbyprepsport.co.uk/TodaysTeams.asp?Id=28432&D=8&M=3&Y=2017


 

  
 

 
 

Year 4 
 

This week some of the Lower School classes have been looking at illustrated picture books. In Year 4, we 
have studied ‘Tuesday by David Wiesner which has only one sentence in the whole book! The boys’ task 
was to create the text to go alongside the pictures. Year 4 have done an incredible job so far and I can’t wait 
to read the final version of their story.  
 
Boys in Mr Thorne’s class in Year 4 have been researching characters from myths and legends, describing 
their characteristics to create a fact file. 
 
 
Miss Baillieu writes… 
 
Book Week is the week I look forward to every year without fail and it certainly did not disappoint this year! 
My Year 4 class astounded me with their innovative concepts whilst creating a 'Whodunnit' Murder Mystery. 
At the beginning of the week we flew to a parallel universe, Vantartica, otherwise known as The Land of Fire 
and Ice! Animuddles (hybrid animals like Shino and Fino,) congregated during a 'flizzard' (a fiery blizzard,) 
providing formidable alibis for who was responsible for the disappearance of Shion. We are indebted to the 
Art department for providing a mesmerising backdrop for our work.  In the words of Charlie Wuytack (4B); 
‘Vantartica is a deadly place for humans. It rains burning bolts of magma and there are animuddles made up 
of two animals.’ 



 
Year 5  

 
Mr Thorne’s set in Year 5 have created a set of 'Animals Top Trumps' and they have written their own mini 
story book using a specific animal (Ollie the Orca, Cressida the Crocodile). 

 
Miss Baillieu writes… 
 
The Year 5s dissected Benjamin Zephaniah's inimitable poetry 
which inspired some stand out short stories on the topic of what 
people need. We focused on the concept of providing our 
protagonists with a need or desire which engages the reader. 
Benjamin Zephaniah's poem "People Need People" stimulated 
some sensational pieces of work entitled "Johnny needs help" or 
"Greg needs a hug." We are collating these short stories and it will 
be available to peruse in our classroom so that the class can be 
reminded that we rely on our rapports with others to buoy us up, 
as well as the idea that a protagonist with a need is engaging for 
the reader. 

 
Mrs King writes… 
 
In Year 5, we have studied ‘Voices in the Park’ and ‘The Tunnel’ by the author and illustrator, Anthony 
Browne. The class have really enjoyed exploring the symbolism in both stories and discussing how this helps 
the reader understand more about the characters. 

  
 

Year 6 
 
Year 6 have enjoyed a varied book week.  We started with a book buffet, with boys trying out lots of genres 
and styles they wouldn’t normally choose – many were eager to continue reading those books! 
 
In Year 6 with Mr Thorne, the boys have been exploring planets from other solar systems, describing the 
environment and its viability for sustaining life. The week concluded with the publication of an advert 
encouraging space explorers to visit and colonise the newly discovered planet. 
 
Year 6 also enjoyed a talk by Marita Phillips, a lyricist and author, who talked to us about her novel and 
musical ‘The Dream Dealer’.   



 

  

Marita Phillips reads her latest novel ‘Dream Dealer’ for Year 6  
 

Year 7 

Mrs Trevitt’s Year 7s were inspired by the 
discovery of a new series of planets to 
write their own information book on 
planets.  We used the ipads to research 
technical language and had lots of fun 
imagining the sort of life forms that may 
be found! 

 

 

In Mr Thorne’s class, working in pairs, boys in Year 7 have 
created their own haunting tale to be combined into a ghost 
story compendium featuring such stories as 'The Tale of the 
Broken Mirror' and 'The Tale of the Apartment 32'. 
 
Year 7 are also looking forward to their own book week visitor, 
Anthony Glenn, who will be visiting us soon to perform some 
Shakespeare 
 
Mr Hewitt writes… 
 
My classes have all looked at stories from other cultures - their 
language, plot and stylistic differences, together with the 
manner in which those that we looked at conveyed a moral 
theme. We are now creating illustrated versions of our own. 

Year 8 
 

Mrs Trevitt writes… 
 
Cliff McNish, the author of the ‘Doomspell’ series, ‘The Hunting Ground’ and ‘Angel’, among many others, 
wowed us with his writing workshop and talk.  The Year 8s benefitted greatly from learning how to construct 
a super plan for a story based on a character who has a major problem and is compelled by a major desire!  
The Year 8s gained a lot from this session, especially so close to exams!  
 
Miss Baillieu writes… 
 
The Year 8s appreciated time to properly relate to characters in ‘Lord of The Flies’ and thoroughly enjoyed 



 
Cliff McNish talk where desire lines were discussed. The boys were extremely lucky to benefit from his sage 
advice in the run up to their Common Entrance. 

  
 

 
 
8I were inspired by Cliff McNish’s talk and brought the books we had planned with him to life, creating 
advertisements for our new best sellers!  The boys will be writing their books in the summer term after exams 
– so watch this space for ‘Hunted’ by Milo Gwynne, ‘The Forgotten’ by Nilesh Jayaraj  or ‘The Life of Daquire’ 
by Tyler Fairbairn! 
 
8I also took part in book talks of our own: the previous week, the boys chose read such diverse books from 
our Wetherby 100 reading list, we enjoyed talks which varied from ‘1984’ by George Orwell and ‘Moby Dick’ 
by Herman Melville, to ‘Of Mice and Men’ by John Steinbeck and ‘The Great Gatsby’ by F Scott Fitzgerald.   
 

 



 
PTA Book sale  

 
Getting a bargain at the book sale – many thanks indeed to Mrs Moghadam, Mrs Fairbairn and the PTA for 
all their efforts organising this super event – every year we seem to have more books to sell – thank you 
boys, for your kind donations. 
 

  
 

LAMDA recital 
 
Mrs Trevitt writes… 
 
On Thursday our Upper School boys took part in our annual LAMDA recital.  Huge thanks must go out to all 
those parents who came to support but most of all, to the talented and brave boys who so wowed us with 
their readings – it’s no mean feat to recite a poem in front of not only your peers but a room packed with 
adults!  The poised and moving performances simply showed us what LAMDA is all about – instilling 
confidence in the boys as well as an emotional understanding of literature.  LAMDA is also about engaging 
the audience and using the voice and the face to make the audience listen and the boys rose to this 
considerable challenge magnificently. We have been so impressed with the boys who took part this year – 
their ability, confidence and presentation were the best yet!  Congratulations to all involved, and to Liz Mance 
and her team for putting together such an inspiring show. 
 

  
 

Times Table Terra App 
 
Mr Thorne writes… 

  
Mr Thorne’s Times Table Terra features over 60 mental maths quizzes based on 
the standard multiplication facts, beginning with the 1x table leading on to the 2x 
table, and beyond. Different difficulty settings allow you to be tested in order with a 
mixture or be challenged with World Class mental maths multiplications. Score 12 
out of 12 and win planets for your own virtual planetarium. Here is a link to 
download the app for iPad and iPhone: https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/mr-
thornes-times-tables-terra/id689941213?mt=8  

https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/mr-thornes-times-tables-terra/id689941213?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/mr-thornes-times-tables-terra/id689941213?mt=8


 
From the Maths Department – Trip to NYC Cancelled 

 
Miss Kroiter writes… 
 
Sadly, we do not have enough numbers to make the New York Maths summer 2016 viable. If this trip sounds 
like something that would be of interest in the future, during a half term or at a different time of year then 
please do let the Maths department know. Many thanks to those who have expressed interest in the trip and 
should this trip rerun then we will ensure that your son is reserved a place should he be again keen to 
attend. 

 
From the Science Department – Science Quiz! 

 
Miss Sharp writes… 
 
Today I took four boys, Douglas M, Ashaan J, Jonathan C and Aidan Z, to the Natural History Museum in 
Oxford to compete in the National finals of the Science Quiz championships. It was a tough competition with 
schools from as far away as Manchester and Wales. The style of questions wouldn't have been far off a 
Year 8 Common Entrance paper and the general Science knowledge very specialised. Unfortunately, 
Westminster Under came first but we did beat another London school, UCS, so not all was lost. Wetherby 
came in the top half and a very good 5

th
 place out of 12. Well done, boys! 

 

  

 
From the Music Department 

 
Mr Rodwell writes…. 
 

Spring Recital in the Pioneer Hall – Tuesday 7th March, 6pm 
 
This formal, evening recital features some of our most talented boys from across the school. If your son 
would like to perform at this event, please email Mr Brawn nathaniel.brawn@wetherbyprep.co.uk or Mr 
Rodwell zacc.rodwell@wetherbyprep.co.uk by this weekend at the latest so that we can add him to the 
programme draft.  
 
We would like to listen to all boys who are performing in the days running up to the recital in order to go over 
any accompaniments which may be needed and to give any last minute pointers before the recital itself.  
 
Wetherby Voices (formerly Junior Choir) and the recently formed Tour Choir will also be performing at this 
event. Please encourage your sons to see us for word sheets to learn the songs from memory if they do not 
have them already. Boys should attend in full school uniform and arrive at 5.45pm in order to get set up, 
warmed up, and seated. 
 

And Finally… 
 
Miss Martin writes… 
 
My brother, and friend of Mr Brawn’s, Barnaby Martin, will be featured in an upcoming concert at Holy Trinity 
Church, Sloane Square on Saturday 4th March at 7:30pm. The concert features the world premiere of 
Barnaby’s The Temptations of Christ, which was commissioned by the Illuminare choir. This dramatic piece 

mailto:nathaniel.brawn@wetherbyprep.co.uk
mailto:zacc.rodwell@wetherbyprep.co.uk


 
sets text from Milton’s Paradise Regained and brings together soloists, two choirs, tubular bells and organ in 
what promises to be an exciting and inspiring first performance. More information can be found at these 
links: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FyH6cm1Wa3M    
http://www.cadoganhall.com/event/illuminare-choir-170304/   
 

From the Drama Department 
 
Mrs King writes…  
 

Ticket Reservations for Peter Pan 
 

The School Play is less than 3 weeks away! The curtains open on ‘Peter Pan: The Musical’ on Thursday 
23rd March. The evening performance will take place at 7pm at Rudolf Steiner House. 
The boys have put together a fantastic show and we simply can’t wait for you all to see 
it! 
 
All families are welcome to attend, whether or not your son is involved in the play. If you 
would like to reserve tickets, please email selina.king@wetherbyprep.co.uk. In your 
email, please include the number of tickets that you would like to reserve. Tickets are on 
a first come, first served basis (with priority given to boys in the play) and we hope to 
see you there! 
 

Reminder to School Play Families 
 

Just a reminder to all cast members that our second Saturday rehearsal will be at Rudolf Steiner House on 
18th March between 1-4pm. Please see the letter attached for more details.  
 
Also, we hope that the costume letter has provided all the information needed to find your son’s costume. 
Please bring your costume in as soon as possible and let me know if I can help in any way.  
 

One final request… 
 

The Lost Boys are in desperate need of old teddy bears!  Any donations to the props department would be 
very well received.  
 

From Clubs 
 

Chess Club  
 

Mr Niccoli writes… 
 
Wow! What a week for chess at Wetherby. Our busiest EVER with no less than 3 separate events on. 
 
On Sunday 26th February we travelled to the Hall school with 3 teams to take part in the first stage of the 
‘English Primary Schools Chess Association National Championships’. This is the largest school’s event in 
the country with over 300 teams taking part in various zones around England. Last year we made the finals 
and managed to come second in the whole country at Under 9 level so we were back with determination.  
 
It was a fantastic day for all involved. For our new members it was a great opportunity to gain valuable 
experience. For our seasoned players it was time to try out the latest moves they had been practicing. All 3 
teams performed fantastically and 6 hours of chess later the under 11 team finished in 3rd place from 8 
teams and our under 9A team finished in 2nd place out of 10 teams, the Under 9Bs came in just one point 
out of the qualification criteria for the next stage despite having to play other schools A teams. The under 11s 
and Under 9s have now progressed to the semi-final stage and we will be training hard to get ready in time. 
 
Congratulations to no less than 18 children that took part. 

Under 9 A 
 Board 1 Ben Shailer 

Board 2 Charles Wuytack 
Board 3 Taymour Auchi 
Board 4 Iskander Ali Hussain 
Board 5 Krishna Agarwal 

Under 9 B 
 Board 1 Maximilian Rokos 

Board 2 Fergus Farrell 
Board 3 Oliver Toon 
Board 4 Laith Auchi 
Board 5 Tristan Anderson 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FyH6cm1Wa3M
http://www.cadoganhall.com/event/illuminare-choir-170304/
mailto:selina.king@wetherbyprep.co.uk


 
Board 6 Alexander Avaliani 

Under 11 
 Board 1 Nadhmi Auchi 

Board 2 Kirill Povarenkin 
Board 3 Zain Amjad 
Board 4 Nicholas Dyer 
Board 5 Chailley, Elliot 
Board 6 Nicholas Wright Rocafort 
Board 7 Lucas Nahal 

 

 
Next up was the Barnet Junior Chess under 9 Jamboree on Wednesday 1st March, This was our first time 
ever in this event with 160 children from 20 schools battling it out. 8 Wetherby boys ventured to North West 
London and 3 rounds later we had managed a very impressive 20 wins out of 24 and coming in 3rd place in 
what was a very tight tournament. 
 
Board 1 Charles Wuytack 
Board 2 Ben Shailer 
Board 3 Taymour Auchi 
Board 4 Krishna Agarwal 
Board 5 Laith Auchi 
Board 6 Tristan Anderson 
Board 7  Iskander Ali Hussain 
Board 8 Oliver Toon 

 
Finally, on Wednesday evening some of the boys are just getting too strong at chess so need to play adults 
now for a true challenge. Cue Hammersmith adult chess club. Nadhmi A, Kirill P and Zain A joined other top 
London juniors to make a team of 15 children captained by Nadhmi and took on the local adult club. The 
adults won 20.5-10.5 but the juniors are improving much quicker and the return leg is in two weeks’ time! 
Keep chess-ing! 

 

 
 

  
 



 
Eton Fives 

 
Miss Hart writes …  
 
It has been great to see a revival of Eton Fives at Wetherby! We now have twelve boys in the Friday club, 
many of whom started playing Fives for the first time this year and absolutely love it! It is a fast paced game 
and is played at many of the Senior Schools which our boys go on to. Paul Bowden who is in charge of Fives 
at Westway would be delighted to introduce the games of Fives to many more Wetherby boys. He has this 
message for anyone who would like to know more about the game: 
  
Eton Fives is a very accessible sport that boys can play from the first session.  It is played using both hands 
and the players develop skills, confidence and reactions that are readily transferable to other sports.  It is 
equally good for the natural sportsman and the less gifted who may not really enjoy the traditional team 
games. The unusual shape of the court means that the game is endlessly stimulating and unpredictable.  A 
unique feature of the game is that there is no referee or umpire and the players themselves have to make 
the decisions.  This teaches respect for one's opponents and partner and makes players realise that their 
own point of view is not the only one, thus instilling a sense of fair play and honesty. 
  
The Club is coached by the Eton Fives Association coaches which ensures a high standard and there will be 
opportunities to enter competitions and next year, we hope, to play in inter-school matches. If you would like 
any more information please contact Paul Bowden: westwayfives@gmail.com. Alternatively, do chat to Kit R 
or Milo G who have been playing the game for years and competed in the Under 13 National Competition 
with considerable success! 
 

  
 

Fencing 
 
Early in the morning on Saturday 25th February the Wetherby boys took to the field to compete in the British 
School Team Championships in Millfield. The U13 boys team of Rupert Cullinane, Marco Castelli, Sebastian 
Lind and Beau McChesney had a tough day and were narrowly beaten in their first fight that went right to the 
last second. Despite some last ditch heroics from Rupert Cullinane they lost 43-42 to Whitgift.  Unfortunately 
they lost their second fight as well to Sussex House A team meaning that they didn't qualify for the knockout 
round. The U11 boys fared slightly better. Our A team of Jonathan Cullinane, Massimiliano Catallo-Bauman 
and Nicolas Wright Rocafort narrowly won both their first fights against Packwood school and Sussex House 
B team meaning they automatically qualified for the second round. 
 
Our B team of Maximillian P, Luke L, and Sava S comfortably won their first fight against L’Ecole de 
Battersea. Their second fight was against Sussex House A team.  The Sussex House team made the fight 
very physical but our boys after initially being taken aback rallied and fought back to within inches of victory 
narrowly losing 45-40. Both teams made the cut to the next round but had difficult fights.  The A team drew 
Sussex House B team again and this time they managed to get the better of us 45-35. The B team drew Hill 
House and were also comfortably beaten. 
 
Well done to all the boys! They all fought extremely hard and supported one another throughout the day 
doing themselves and the school extremely proud.  And finally thank you to all the parents for their support 
throughout the day. 
 
Final Placings: 
U13 – 10th of 12 teams 
U11 A – 6th of 15 teams 
U11 B – 7th of 15 teams 
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From the Games Department 
  
Mr McClinton writes… 
 

Cross Country Results 
 
Last Friday, we had another great result for our boys in this competitive fixture. Wetherby ran out overall 
team winners in this five school event; 42 runners (The Falcons, Westminster, Hereward House & Arnold 
House) with Alexander  Williams coming First. 
 
The Results 
Alexander W – 1st  
Yermek A - 6th 
Lars F - 7th  
Sebastian L  - 11th 
George G - 19th 
Jago C-P - 20

th
 

 
On Wednesday, our boys had another outstanding day on the cross country circuit competing in the largest 
cross country event apart from the National Schools final at Malvern College that is fast approaching. This 
was a fairly brutal, fast course at Epsom College with 140 runners from a host of schools dotted around the 
southern region. 
 



 
Finishing Places  
Alexander W - 10

th
  

Sebastian L - 33
rd

  
Alexander H - 44

th
  

Claudius W - 63
rd

  
 

  
  

 
 

Week 20 Fixtures 
 
Last Friday the Wetherby Cross Country Team was in action at the Arnold House Cross Country. All boys ran 
well and it was fantastic to win the team event overall. Also, a huge congratulations to Alexander Williams 
who won the whole event! 
 
Runner of the Day 
Alexander Williams   
 
Last Saturday the Wetherby Fencing team took part in a tournament at Millfield. All boys fenced well and 
were a real credit to the school. It’s great to see fencing going from strength to strength.  
 
Fencer of Day 
Sava Seltzer 
 
On Monday the Under 11s took on Thomas’s Clapham away. The boys put in a brave performance on a cold 
and wet day. A special mention goes to Cs who won 30-10. 
 
MoM 
As- Oscar Sutherland 
Bs- Teo Mian 



 
Cs- Oscar Beard 
 
Tuesday saw all the Under 9s in action at Arnold House. All boys played some fantastic rugby and it was 
great to record 4 wins away from home. A special mention goes to the As who won 65-30. 
 
MoM 
As- Sami Kymisis 
Bs- Beckett Willis 
Cs- Luca Pozzo 
Ds- Tito Hasecic 
Es- Saif Meliti 
Fs- John Cartwright 
 
The Under 11As were also in action at the Rokeby Tournament. All boys worked hard in what was a tough 
afternoon. It was fantastic to win the final game against Lanesborough 15-0.  
 
Man of the Tournament 
Nicolas Sesson-Farre  
 
On Wednesday 3 teams were in action from Year 8, as well as the U12 A and Bs. The 2nd XIII took on 
Wetherby Senior School, with the 3rd and 4th XIII’s playing Westminster Cathedral Choir School. All boys 
played some good, committed rugby and it was great to test ourselves by playing some of the matches a 
team up. A special mention to the Under 12As who won 15-0 against Rutlish. 
 
MoM 
2ndXIII- John Fairbairn  
3rd XIII- Lorenzo Usai 
4th XIII- Marco Castelli 
U12As- Barnaby Russell 
U12Bs- Killian James 
 
Also the Wetherby Cross Country was in action at Epsom College.  All boys ran well and a special mention 
goes to Alexander Williams who finished 10th in the whole event. 
 
Runner of the day 
Alexander Williams 
 

Top Try Scorer (as of Wednesday) 
 

William Hoskins 17 

Joshua Ashley 14 

Chinonso Ogbunude 14 
 

 
From the Performance Corner – Building Stronger Bones 

Mr McClinton writes… 
 
Vitamin K is a fat-soluble vitamin absolutely essential to build strong bones and serves as a type of biological 
glue helping fix calcium within the bone matrix. It is well-known however. 
 
Vitamin K also acts as a blood clotting agent. It is these nutrient and synergistic relationships with calcium 
which binds calcium in the bone. It also aids in smooth muscle cell formation supporting healthy arteries and 
ultimately, healthy heart function. Vitamin K1 is found in dark green leafy vegetables and makes up 
approximately 90 percent of the vitamin K in our typical western diet. Here are some vegetable sources of K1 
you should consider on a frequent basis: 
 
• Collard greens 
• Spinach 
• Salad greens 
• Kale 
• Broccoli 
• Brussels sprouts 
• Cabbage 
 
Vitamin K2, on the other hand, makes up approximately 10 percent cent of the western vitamin K 
consumption. This nutrient is formed in intestinal bacteria and absorbed via the small bowel. One of the best 
natural sources of vitamin K2 is derived from an ancient Japanese food called natto. Natto is made from 



 
fermented soybeans and significant amounts of vitamin K2 are produced during the fermentation process. 
 
Fermented foods, such as natto and kefir (fermented raw milk), typically have the highest concentration of 
vitamin K found in the human diet. This level far exceeds the amount found in dark green vegetables 
therefore it’s worth incorporating it into your diet. Fermented foods support the proliferation of friendly bacteria 
that aids in the digestive process as well as supporting immunity function.  
 
You should strive to include more of these beneficial fermented foods in your diet. It’s important to note that 
vitamin K is a fat-soluble vitamin. Consequently, in order for your body to absorb it effectively, you need to eat 
some fat along with it. Consider adding butter (grass fed), olive oil or coconut oil to your veggies for example. 
Alternatively, if you are taking a vitamin K supplement, add the liquid drops to the fatty meal you are 
consuming. This ensures the vitamin K is well absorbed by your body. I recommend 3 grams of vitamin K per 
day. Hope this helps! 
 

From the Maths Department – Weekly Challenges 
 

Top Ten Speed Kings! 
 

Mr Gascoine writes… 
 
Stop the press! Zayn Shabeeh has closed the gap with the top speedster Adam Khan to just 1 second! Wow. 
Now we have a fight on our hands. Elsewhere Mani Tomazos has joined the elite club with a time of 2 
minutes and 28 seconds and Joshua Ashley has improved by 2 seconds making it a tie for 9th place. 
Good to see three Year 4s in the top ten. 
 

1 Adam Khan Year 5 1 min 52 sec 

2 Zayn Shabeeh Year 5 1 min 53 sec 

3 Chinonso Ogbunude Year 5 2 min 09 sec 

4 Nicolas Wright Rocafort Year 5 2 min 12 sec 

5 Felix Welter Year 4 2 min 14 sec 

6 Killian Seidel Year 5 2 min 14 sec 

7 Mani Tomazos Year 4 2 min 28 sec 

8 Nadhmi Auchi Year 5 2 min 31 sec 

9 George Sakellariou Year 5 2 min 33 sec 

10 Joshua Ashley Year 5 2 min 33 sec 

11 Fergus Farrell Year 4 2 min 38 sec 

 
Maths Challenge 

 
House point for each. Congratulations to the below pupils. Please make sure that all answer sheets include 
workings out, full names and forms please. 
 
 

Lower Maths Challenge Bright Sparks: Upper Maths Challenge Brain Boxes: 

Taymour Auchi Nadhmi Auchi Nadhmi Auchi Oscar Rasmussen 

Laith Auchi Vincent Giancola Vincent Giancola Lucas Bloom 

  Benjamin Shailer Maxime Chailley 

  Elias Laurent Zain Ahmed 

  Varun Vashisht Rory McDowell 

  Tyler Fairbairn Joshua Crouzier 

  Dominic Buxton Eero Martin 

  Gabriel Daudy Salar Moghadam 

  Adrian Boettcher Arthur Kay 



 

  Jago Cahill-Patten Zayn Shabeeh 

  Barnaby Russell Milo Gwynne 

  John Fairbairn  

 

Lower School Maths Challenge Upper School Maths Challenge 

  

 
Out of School Achievements and Photos 

 

Andre D (5T) Slam-dunkin’ success for Australia 
 
Andre's basketball team Australia continued their 
winning streak when they beat China 34-28 in the 
London Sports basketball league held at the King 
Solomon Academy on Saturday. Andre scored 2 
baskets out of the 17 the team scored and helped the 
team set up many of the others. It was a closely 
fought battle with the scores neck and neck for most 
of the game, but Australia managed to hold on for the 
win. Well done, Andre! 
 

 

 

 
The Auchis present Historical projects! 

 
The Auchi twins made two amazing presentations about 
influential historical figures, Bejamin Franklin and Sir 
Alexander Fleming. Well done, boys! 

 



 
My Wetherby – Santiago M (and for today, the first Wetherby Wizard!) 

 
Which House are you in?  
Pembridge 
 
What is your favourite club?  
Swim Squad 
 
What is your favourite subject?  
Art 
 
Kit-Kat or Chomp? 
Kit-Kat 
 
What would you teach if you were going to be 
a teacher?  
English 
 
Favourite sport at Wetherby 
Football 
 
What would you do if you were Headmaster 
for the day?  
Give everyone a free Haribo 
 
If you went to Pizza Express with a famous 
person (dead or alive) who would you want it 
to be?  
Daniel Radcliffe 
 
Tell me a funny story from your time at 
Wetherby.  
Last week I tried to take my folder out of my 
locker, and I pulled the whole locker with it! 
 
If you could plan a school trip, where would 
you go?  
New York, we would go to M&M world! 
 
Favourite book 
Harry Potter 

 
 
Fish & Chips Fridays or Sausage & Mash Mondays? 
Fish & Chips 
 
You have one minute to draw a Wetherby branded 
item.  
 

 
Wetherby pencil case 
 
Thanks, Santi! 

 
Highest Housepoint Earners by Form Class 

 

Lower School  Upper School 

3P Taymour Auchi  6B Frankie George 

4B Sébastien Dautigny  6J Alani Mosaku 

4K Ayrton Palmer   6T Ruben von Saher 

4M Benjamin Shailer  7M Christopher Radcliffe 

 Monty Sutherland  7T Cosmo Spillman 

5B Nadhmi Auchi  7V Salar Moghadam 

5K Benjamin Govindan  8B Thomas Bower 

5T Oliver Bush  8F Emile Van’t Sant 

   8G Zachary Crapanzano 

   8I Joshua Crouzier 



 
Joint Highest Housepoint Earners for the Week 

 

Cosmo Spillman – 40 

Salar Moghadam – 40  

 
Weekly Housepoint Totals 

 

First Place Second Place Third Place Fourth Place 

Dawson Westbourne Chepstow Pembridge 

701 668 660 530 

 
Yearly Housepoint Totals 

 

First Place Second Place Third Place Fourth Place 

Dawson 
Captain M. Gwynne 

Westbourne 
Captain J. Ward 

Chepstow 
Captain A. Grigg 

Pembridge 
Captain D. Shirazi 

9,828 9,760 9,421 9,264 

 
Form Class Winners 

 

First Place Second Place Third Place 

Form 7T 
296 

Form 6J 
245 

Form 6B 
202 

 
 

Week Form Class Form Tutor 

1 4B Miss Baillieu 

2 6J Miss Balgobin 

3 7T Mr Metherell 

4 6B Mrs Bassett 

5 8I Mr Goodman 

6 6T Miss Taylor  

7 5T Mr Thorne 

8 6J Miss Balgobin  

9 4B Miss Baillieu 

10 8F Mr Froggatt 

11 5K Miss Kroiter 

12 3P Miss Phoenix 

14 4M Miss Martin 

15 4B Miss Baillieu 

16 7M Mr Morrison  

17 5T Mr Thorne 

18 6J Miss Balgobin 

19 7V Mr Vogiatzis 

20 7T Mr Metherell 

 



 

 

Form Class Winners – 7T 

 

Class Achievement –Mr Froggatt’s Year 8 Form for their Book Week door!  

 
Headmaster’s Good Shows 

 

Gold 
10 Housepoints 

Silver 
5 Housepoints 

Bronze 
3 Housepoints 

Daniel Bjorgolfsson – English Freddie Edis – Art Oliver Lamberton – Art 

Emile Van’t Sant – Geography  Freddie Edis – Art Oliver Lamberton - English 

 Matteo Hurrell – English Edward Hudson – Art 

 Dylan Payne - Art Sebastien Dautigny – Art 



 

 Cosmo Spillmann – Art Max Charles – History 

 Cosmo Spillmann - Art Sebastian Bell – Art 

 Max Charles – English Tom Bower – French 

 Adrian Boettcher – History Matteo Hurrell – Art 

 Beckett Willis – Art Gideon Stead- English 

 Rudi Stern - English Leon Castro – Science  

 Sebastien Dautigny – Crosswords Alexander Campbell – Geography  

 Rory McDowell - Science Milo Gwynne – RS 

 Sebastien Dautigny – French Oscar Beard – History  

 Gabriel Wells – Art Salar Moghadam – English 

 Luke Tan – Art Salar Moghadam – Latin 

 Santiago Mendes Esteves – Art Oscar Simich – Maths  

 Lucas Silberschmidt – RS Benjamin Shailer – English  

 Theodore Bischoff – English Vincent Giancola – English  

 Theodore Bischoff – History Frankie George – History  

 Jonny Cullinane – Geography Sebastian Drax – Maths  

 Lars Fritze – English  Ruben von Saher – English  

 Dominic Buxton – Classics Brooks Stevens – Maths  

 Louis Jaume – Geography Sava Seltzer – Maths  

 Louis Jaume – English  Ardavan Pesendorfer – English  

 Sam Williams – English  Zachary Wulfsohn – Art  

 Salar Moghadam – English  Zachary Wulfsohn – English  

 Maxime Chailley – Science  Aran Mehra – Geography  

 Benjamin Shailer – Science Adam Hydari – English  

 Ben Reed – English  Cosmo Spillmann – English  

 Charles Lister – English  Christopher Radcliffe – English 

 Luca Hurrell – English  Christopher Radcliffe – English  

 Roman Joseph – English  Sami Kymisis – History  

 Jonathan Rudd – English  Nadhmi Auchi – English  

 Tito Hasecic – Maths  Sebastian Jones – Geography  

 Fergus Farrell – Maths  Theo Wright – Science 

 Ayrton Palmer – Maths  Theo Wright – English  

 James Hunter – History Innes Adam – English  

 Bruno Van’t Sant – Geography  Thomas Bower – Kindness  



 

 Riaz Qureshi – Maths  Monty Sutherland – Maths  

 Benjamin Govindan – Maths  Edmund Jones – Science  

 Luke Leventis – RS  Gregory Granovski – Maths  

 Lorenz Bjorgolfsson – Geography  Killian James – Art  

 Krishna Agarwal – Geography  Lachlan Gray – English  

 Zachary Wulfsohn – RS  Benjamin Reed – English  

 Zachary Wulfsohn – History  Nader Moghadam – Classics  

 Alani Mosaku – English  Nader Moghadam – Maths  

 Adam Hydari – History   

 Sebastian Jones – History   

 Joshua Crouzier – Classics   

 Lucas Wiedebach – Geography   

 Luca Maher – French   

 Edmund Jones – History   

 Tristan Anderson – Geography   

 Dylan Payne – English   

 Cassian Rattray – Art   

 Luke Barker – History   

 Lorcan Quinn – English   

 Lorcan Quinn – Art   

 
Lorcan Quinn – Travel and Culture 

Club  
 

 Kyu Dionisio – English   

 
Photos from the Week 

  
VERY happy faces listening to the ‘Cow Foot Prince’ 

Usifu Jalloh  
007 hit up Wetherby Book Week too… 



 

 
Book Week comes to Cardboard Engineering Club 

  
Year 5 sharing their favourite illustrated books for 

Book Week 
Mrs King’s Year 4 English Class enjoy Book 

Week 

 

Year 6 ‘Book Buffet’ 



 

  
Saif M and Mani T a.k.a have a thing about World 

Book Day 
Year 4 Book Week Costumes! 

  

3P as their Book Week characters More Year 4 costumes… 

 



 

  

War Horse fancy dress! Year 8 looking for a bargain at the PTA book sale 

 

 
 

 

Sami K (4K) favourite - Tin-tin in Tibet 
The Clifford sisters creating a masterpiece for 

Miss Baillieu’s English class… 

  

…. the Land of Fire and Ice ‘Vantartica’! Benjamin S (4K) cannot believe it! 

 



 

Book Week Doors! 

   
4M 5K 7M 

   
3P 4B 4K 

   

6J 8B 6B 



 

   

6T 7V The Animals of 4-bing Wood! 

And the winner is 8F and the Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe 

 

 
wetherbyprep.co.uk 


