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Week 15 Wetherbuzz 

Monday 15th January – Sunday 21st January 2018 

Monday 15
th

 January Monday Clubs 

Staff Meeting – 8am 
8+ Assessment Day – NO SCHOOL FOR BOYS 
 

NO SCHOOL FOR BOYS 
 

Tuesday 16
th

 January Tuesday Clubs 

AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS & HOMEWORK CLUB BEGIN 
Wetherby Choir – 8-9am 
Year 6 Art Trip to The Cartoon Museum (6M & ½ 6L) 10am-1pm 
Swimming for Year 5 – 9-11am 
Games for Year 7 and 8 – 9-11am 
Games for Years 3 and 4 – 1:30-4pm 
U9 Franchise Rugby, Round 1 – 2.15pm 
U9 A & B – The Mall Festival (A) – 12pm 
U9 C & D vs. Orchard House (H) – 2:30pm 
SLT Meeting – 3pm 

Running – 7:45-8:20am 
Arts & Crafts – 4-5pm 
Chess – 4-5pm 
Year 5 Fencing – 4:15-6:15pm @ Hannah 

House 
Tour Choir – 4-5pm 
Photography – 4-5pm 
Swimming Development Dolphins – 4:15-

5:15pm and 5-5:45pm 
Table Tennis – 5-6pm 

Wednesday 17
th

 January Wednesday Clubs 

Year 7 Rowing at Putney – 8am 
Chamber Music Workshop – 10-11am 
Swimming for Year 3 and 4 – 9-12pm 
Physical Education for Year 7 – 9-10:30am 
Games for Year 7 and 8 – 1:30-4pm 
Senior Franchise Rugby, Round 1 – 2.15pm 
1

st
 & 2

nd
 XIII vs. Northcote Lodge (A) – 2:30pm 

U12 A & B vs. Northcote Lodge (H) – 2:30pm 

Elite Chess – 8-9am 
Chelsea Quavers – 4-5pm 
Classical Greek Civilization – 4-5pm 
D&T/ Engineering – 4-5pm 
Lower Code – 4-5pm 
Fencing – 4-5pm - in the Pioneer Hall 
Maths Games and Puzzles – 4-5pm 
Lower Swim Squad – 4:15-5:45pm 

Thursday 18
th

 January Thursday Clubs 

Year 8 Rowing at Putney – 8am 
Physical Education for Year 8 – 9-10:30am 
Games for Years 5 and 6 – 1:30-4pm 
U10 Franchise Rugby, Round 1 – 2.15pm 
U10 A –D vs. Durston House (A) – 3:15pm 
School Management Meeting – 4:30pm 
Guide to Senior Schools Evening in the Pioneer Hall – 7pm 
Play Rehearsal – 4-5pm 

American Football – 3:15-5pm 
Upper Code Club – 4-5pm 
Years 6-8 Fencing – 4:15-6:15pm @ Han-

nah House 
General Knowledge Quiz Club– 4-5pm 
Lego Building – 4-5pm 
Maths Revision – 4-5pm 
Music Ensemble – 4-5pm 
Year 6 Football Skills – 3:15-5pm 
Upper Swim Squad– 4:30-5:45pm 

Friday 19
th

 January Friday Clubs 

Staff Meeting – 8am 
Whole School Assembly at the Church of the Annunciation – 

8:30am 
Fencing Fixture vs. St Benedict’s (A) – 2pm 

Whole School Clubs – 2:30-4pm 
No Homework Club – school closes at 

4:30pm 

Saturday 20
th

 January   

Music Tour play through – 10am-1pm 
U10 6-a-side Tournament at Merchant Taylors’ School – all day 

  

Sunday 21
st

 January   

    



From the Headmaster 

Dear Parents, 
 
I wish you all a happy new year ahead.  As much as we all need the holidays, I’m sure you’d agree that it’s 
always good for the boys (and us) to start back at school! 
 
An issue highlighted in 2017, and a prominent news item this week, has been that of gender equality in 
respect of remuneration in the workplace.  In teaching, which has traditionally been a fairly balanced in-
dustry in this regard, certainly during my teaching career, it has never been something that I have been 
acutely aware of but, just to satisfy my curiosity, I did a calculation of average earnings of male and fe-
male teachers at Wetherby Prep.   The difference was just under £600 which, with the total sums in-
volved, is fairly negligible. You may wish to know which group was £600 in credit and it was our female 
staff.  Now, before we start patting ourselves on the back and promoting ourselves as standard bearers 
for equality of pay in the UK, that only confirmed what I already knew and I am sure is replicated with a 
comparably small difference in the vast majority of schools in the country:  relatively restricted salary 
bands, matched closely to teaching experience and other responsibilities undertaken, together with fairly 
narrow bandings of pay mean that, even if one felt inclined to do so, paying any individual significantly 
more than another is simply not possible.   
 
Attitudes and outcomes have definitely changed through my lifetime.   My own boys’ grammar school 
had always historically ‘beaten’ the neighbouring girls’ grammar but, for the first time in my year group, 
the girls outperformed the boys by a significant margin.  I’d have to check the stats but I don’t think there 
has been a year since when boys have outperformed girls.  A number of high-profile all boys and all girls 
schools have heads and senior teachers of the opposite sex – quite right too; you just appoint the best 
person, so I would like to think that teaching is contributing to a fairer, more equitable world, a funda-
mental role of education in the round.  In other professions too, a far healthier balance appears to be 
emerging than was once was the case, particularly from the time I was growing up but old habits can die 
hard as evidenced at the Watford Leicester City game on Boxing Day (a superb 2-1 win) during the holi-
days.  I remarked to my 11 year old son, Patrick, as the teams were coming out, “Oh look, one of the as-
sistant referees is that lady, Sian Massey.”  He just looked at me and, somewhat dismissively, responded, 
“And?” I took his point and it reminded me, with renewed clarity, of the ongoing responsibilities we all 
have as educators and parents to promote genuine equality. 
 
I said in Assembly this morning that, if the boys were good today, they could have Monday off.  They have 
been good, so that’s OK, but even if they were naughty (no chance!) then I might have had to let them off 
Monday anyway as it is our 7 and 8+ Assessment Day.  Over 250 boys will be attending the school with a 
view to becoming a part of #teamwetherby. I don’t blame them. 
 
Have a good weekend, 

Calendar Card – notification and change of date 
 

You should all have received this term’s Calendar Card.  If not, spares are available from Jude and Danielle at the front desk. 
There is a small change of date in that the PTA meeting scheduled for 9am on Thursday 25th will now take place on Wednesday 
24th January. 

Staff News—John McClinton 
 
John McClinton has stepped away from his Head of Fitness role at the School after 9 very fulfilling years in order to pursue his 
career in exercise and nutrition consultancy.  He would like to pass on his thanks to the pupils, parents and his colleagues for 
their support and best wishes throughout the years.  
 
Mr Rob Dean will take over responsibility for the rowing programme at the school and we welcome back Seamus Betts to work 
with us on the Games staff. 
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Miss Hart got married!  
 
Mrs Brookes (nee Miss Hart) writes … 
 
Richard and I got married on 28 December in my hometown of Belfast. 
We got married in the Chapel of Unity at Methody, where I went to 
school.  Thanks to many teachers in the congregation, I am pleased to 
report the hymns were sang with gusto, including the Wetherby favour-
ite, Jerusalem! We had an amazing day and loved every minute of it. 
Thank you very much to everyone for you kind words and messages of 
congratulations. I would like to extend my apologies to my Year 8 Science 
class who would have preferred me to marry a ‘Mr Brain’, or ‘Mr Kid-
ney’… Sorry boys, Mrs Brookes it is!  

New Gaps  

 

We are very pleased to welcome three new gap 

students this term. Mr Sam DaCosta and Mr Sebas-

tian Brindle are former pupils of ours, and Mr Harry 

Rowson is the older brother of another Wetherby 

old boy, Charlie  

Birthday Books  

 

Aran M is 9 tomorrow and has very kindly donated these two excel-

lent books for the library - Wonder by R J Palacio and World’s Worst 

Children 2 by David Walliams.  Happy Birthday Aran!  



Wetherbuzz Week 15 

 

Year 8 Scholars Class —8V 

This week’s Sportsman of the Week is 
Yousif Al-Saffar in 4M. Any boy capable of 
scoring 7 goals in a single match against 
Caldicott has a great footballing future 
ahead of him. Despite putting the ball in 
the net so frequently, it was great to see 
Yousif leave the pitch in his usual modest 
manner.  Well done, Yousif! 

Madame Le Clanche’s Year 4 Form Holiday Projects 

This week's Citizen of the Week is Kiran K in 4L. 
Kiran is frequently praised by staff for his im-
peccable manners and superb organisation.  
During Form Time, he has shown particular 
dedication to every aspect of school life. A 
friend to everyone and an outstanding poet, he 
is a true Wetherby role model. Well done, 
Kiran!  

This week's Sportsman of the Week is 
Nicholas D in 7C. Nicholas was part of  
the Football trip to Florida, a great  play-
er on the field and an example of an  
enthusiastic, interested tourist off the 
pitch. His teachers were very touched by 
notes of thanks. Well done, Nicholas!  
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From the Deputy Head  

Nadhmi A wins, not one but, FOUR Chess Trophies 

 

At the London Junior Chess Championship finals last week (which 

is even tougher than the British championships, as you need to 

qualify for the LJCC Finals before being allowed to enter and com-

pete), Nadhmi entered the LJCC under 12 Majors finals. This year 

it was a particularly fierce tournament as almost every top Eng-

land player had entered to play. He was seed 13 out of almost 

100 finalists from all over England. Nadhmi ended up coming an 

incredible second place, only half a point behind the leading Un-

der 12 & Under 13 champion. The tournament was an incredibly 

tight race and everything came down to the last two rounds, in 

which he had to fight for wins in both so as to secure second 

place.  This tournament was a three day event with three games 

of chess each day - most games lasted over 3 hours! An incredibly 

gruelling mental marathon! 

 

   

Nadhmi came an impressive second place and subsequently, be-

cause of his young age, won three additional trophies outright. He 

was named the Under 11 Champion, the London Champion, and  

Mrs Brookes writes …  
Year 6 Parents 

 
Happy New year to you all. Many thanks to those parents who have informed us of interview dates over the next weeks and 
months. As the majority of Year 6 will be going to interview this term, we will be holding an assembly with the boys next week 
to talk through some tips and explain what the purpose of the interview is. Year on year, the feedback from Senior Schools is  
that boys must not be over-prepared or drilled in interview technique, as it is so obvious when this is the case and it prevents 
the admissions teams from getting to know the ‘real’ boy. That said, we can of course put your son at ease and give him some 
friendly advice on how to come across well at interview. All boys attending interview will meet with a member of SMT in the 
coming weeks to talk through some advice. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. Finally, the very 
best of luck to boys sitting for King’s tomorrow – just be the best you can be, and read those questions very carefully!  
 

From the Senior Mistress—Miss Olney is running the Marathon! 

Miss Olney writes... 
 
It’s always been an ambition of mine to run a marathon and I am finally doing it this year! I will be running for the charity, 
NSPCC, as part of their team and would be very grateful for any donations or any tips with my marathon training. If you would 
like to support me, please visit my marathon page - https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-portal/fundraiserPage?
pageId=858710 or pop along on the day (if you can find a space amongst the crowds) which is taking place on Sunday 22nd 
April. Thank you.  

From the Chess Table—Wetherby Chess Champs!  

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-portal/fundraiserPage?pageId=858710
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-portal/fundraiserPage?pageId=858710
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Sohum L is invited to Google HQ  

 

Sohum had a busy winter break.  He was invited by the 'artificial intelli-

gence' department of Google to attend a two day chess master class 

with the worlds top chess players at Google headquarters UK in De-

cember.  

  

He had a chance to meet and interact with neuroscientist and creator 

of Deep Mind at Google, Demis Hassabis, world chess champions Mag-

nus Carlsen, Vishy Anand and chess legend Garry Kasparov.  He also got 

an opportunity to do some chess commentary with Garry Kasparov! It 

was a huge honour for Sohum to be selected for this and he was so 

excited to see the Google office, he even took a selfie! 

  

Sohum also played two tournaments during the winter break both 

lasting both lasting ten days!  One in Spain and another in India. He is 

officially in the top 100 players In the world in his age group! Such an 

achievement! He won a trophy for Top Three Under 8 boys in India 

which was extra impressive as in India, chess is very competitive.  

the Under 11 County Champion in addition to second 

place winner in the LJCC Under 12 major finals. The 

trophy he received was almost the size of him! But, is 

perfectly proportionate to the enormous achievement 

of winning four prestigious titles. Nadhmi has now 

truly marked his place as one of the very top junior 

chess players in England not just for his age group but 

even amongst older age groups. It was an incredibly 

difficult prize to win and engraved upon it are the 

names of some of the top chess players this country 

has produced, including a few International Masters 

and the very famous British Grandmaster David How-

ell. Well done, Nadhmi! Everyone at Wetherby is ex-

tremely impressed with achievement and proud of 

everything he has worked so hard for.  



Wetherbuzz Week 15 

Miss Orpwood writes… 
 

Violin 
 
2018 = the year of Violin Madness at Wetherby! What an amazing first week back we have had. This week the boys in 3P and 
4A have all started to learn the violin and I think Mr Brawn and I have some competition. The boys have learnt how to play a 
piece ‘pizzacato’, which is plucking the strings and have also started to learn how to hold the bow. Mr Brawn and I have been 
so impressed with how quickly the boys have taken on this new skill and at how amazing their rhythm is. We will definitely be 
putting on some concerts very soon. 
 

Music Tour 
 
We have already started preparing our instrumental performances for our music tour to Vienna and next week we start our 
Tour Choir rehearsals. It is going to be a very exciting term for the Music Department! 
 

Instrumental Lessons 
 
If you would like your son to learn an instrument there are still places available with our brass teacher – particularly trumpet 
lessons. If this is something you think your son would be interested in, please email myself or Mr Brawn and we can start to 
get some lessons organised.  

From the Music Department—Violins and Music Tours 
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From 4L—Holiday Projects  

Mrs Le Clanche writes… 

 

4L have had a creative time over the holidays!  Set the task of researching the upcoming Chinese New Year and creating a 
model, our classroom is now a blaze of colour. We have some spectacular dragons, a beautiful dog cushion made by Dexter, 
and a box full of home-made models and paintings from Krishna to name but a few.  Elias kept up his tradition of being the 
king of papier-mâché too! Well done to all boys in 4L who contributed to the display. 
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Mr Gascoine writes… 
 
Congratulations to the boys below! Please make 
sure that all answer sheets include workings out, 
full name and form class. Housepoint for each.  

Lower School Maths Challenge Brainiacs Upper School Maths Challenge Bright Sparks 

Taymour Auchi Laith Auchi Nadhmi Auchi Ruben Von Saher 

Elias Rogn Finlay Dunn Sebastian Jones Maxwell Booth  

Afonso De Lacerda Omer Eren   

Lower School Maths Challenge Upper School Maths Challenge 

  

Top Ten Speed Kings 2017-18 

 

No change. More next week! 
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My Wetherby — Shiv D 

Which House are you in? 
Dawson 
 

What is your favourite club? 
Rock climbing Club  
 
 

What is your favourite subject?  
Maths, with Mr Gascoine 
 

Kit-Kat or Fudge? 
Kit-Kat 
 

If you were a teacher, what would you teach? 
Science 
 

Favourite sport at Wetherby 
Swimming 
 

What would you do if you were Headteacher for a day?  
I would give a lot of detentions and let everyone bring their 
pet to school! 
 

If you went to Pizza Express with a famous person (dead or 
alive) who would you want it to be? 
Michael Jackson 
 

If you could plan a school trip, where would you go?  
Rome, to see the Collosseum 
 

Favourite book. 
Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows, J.K.Rowling 
 

Fish & Chips Fridays or Sausage & Mash Mondays? 
Fish & Chips Fridays  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You have one minute to draw a Wetherby branded 
item. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Wetherby Limousine  
 
Thank you, Shiv!  

The S Brothers donate to their local charity 

 

Leander and Orlando won a raffle at the Wetherby Christmas 

Fair last term and decided (of their own accord) to donate it. 

Well done, boys, such a lovely gesture!  

Out of School Achievements and Photos 
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Hello from Barbados!  

 

Wetherby boys, Sava S (7M), the G brothers and the L 

brothers enjoying from sunshine in Barbados over 

Christmas  

Friday Night Jives 

 

George W, Mauri N, Charles M and Oscar B, did 
Wetherby proud with their football prowess over the 
holidays. The boys won their Friday Night Fives just be-
fore Christmas for the second term in a row and have 
been promoted in the West London League. Well done, 
boys! 

Leo S’s Testudo! 

 

After a lot of glue, discussions, re-makes and patience Leo 

a Roman testudo. Miss Olney (Leo’s History teacher) was 

thrilled to see Leo’s very accurate representation of the 

Roman military formation. Well done, Leo!  
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Highest Housepoint Earners by Form Class 

Highest Housepoint Earner for the Week 

Yearly Housepoint Totals 

Form Class Winners 
 

Lower School   Upper School 

3P Elias Rogn   6L Max Catallo-Bauman 

4A Zehen Suresh   6M Philip Maguire 

  Daniil Korovkin   6T Nadhmi Auchi 

4B Kieran O’Keefe   7C Adam Hydari 

4L Jack Johnson     Louis Jaume 

4M Tristan Anderson   7G Alexander Lewisohn 

5K Edward Hudson   7M Robert Johnson 

5S Lachlan Donley   8B Daniel Bjorgolfsson 

5T Leonardo Bertolo   8F Maximilian Gardner 

      8V Edmund Jones 

        Francesco Nagel 

Daniel Bjorgolfsson – 38 

First Place Second Place Third Place Fourth Place 

Pembridge Dawson Chepstow Westbourne 

616 488 455 384 

Weekly Housepoint Totals 

First Place Joint Second Place Joint Second Place Third Place 

Pembridge 
Captain A. Koomen 

Chepstow 
Captain E. Jones 

Dawson 
Captain D. Bjorgolfsson 

Westbourne 
Captain K. James 

7,295 7,007 7,007 6,895 

First Place Second Place Third Place 

Form 5T 
301 

Form 4L 
204 

Form 4A 
195 
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Form Class Winners—5T 

Headmaster’s Good Shows  

Gold 
10 Housepoints 

Silver 
5 Housepoints 

Bronze 
3 Housepoints 

Krishna Agarwal – Chinese New Year Sava Seltzer— RS  Edward Hudson – English  

Frankie George - Classics Innes Adam- Reading Sam Williams – English  

 Michele Aliboni- Reading Zehen Suresh - Maths 

 Alexander Avaliani- Reading Benett Higgins – RS 

 Sebastian Bell- Reading Benett Higgins – History  

 Adam Berkali- Reading Kiran Kar – Art 

 Leonardo Bertolo- Reading Christopher Tartier – Geography  

 John Cartwright- Reading Christopher Tartier – Geography  

 Henry Charles - Reading Gabriel Wells – English  

 Lachlan Donley- Reading Ahmed Alshubaily – Latin  

 Kyu Dionisio- Reading George Yatsenko – Mentoring  

 Aditya Dubey- Reading Sebastian Bell – English  

 Thomas Dunn- Reading Maani Norowzian – English  
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 Freddie Edis- Reading Maani Norowzian – English  

 Elyas Efthimiou- Reading Siddharth Gujrani – English  

 Fergus Farrell- Reading Omer Sindi – English  

 Jack Greenwood- Reading Philippe Duroc-Danner – Latin 

 Thomas Gray - Reading Henry Moody-Stuart – English  

 Edward Hudson- Reading Daniel Bjorgolfsson – English  

 Reuben Jones- Reading Daniel Bjorgolfsson – English  

 Saif Meliti- Reading Daniel Bjorgolfsson – English  

 Ayrton Palmer- Reading Daniel Bjorgolfsson – Geography 

 Edward Seppala- Reading Ahmed Alshubaily – English   

 Zayd Sindi- Reading Ben Reed – Art 

 Mani Tomazos- Reading  

 Oliver Toon- Reading  

 Felix Welter- Reading  

 Alexander Lewisohn – English  

 John Kirwan – English  

 Matteo Godoy – Chinese New Year  

 Marley Leventis – Chinese New Year  

 Elias Diederich – Chinese New Year  

 Oscar Li – Chinese New Year  

 Aaron Mukherjee Sharma – Chinese  

 Jack Johnson – Chinese New Year  

 Henry Moody Stuart – RS  

 Dexter Beale – Chinese New Year  

 Zac Romeo – English   

 Toran Harrison – English   

 Philipp Goetz – English   

 Kilian Seidel – Classics  

 Louis Jaume – English   

 Louis Jaume – English   
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 Maani Norowzian – English  

 Esa Dhanani – English   

 Freddie Edis – English   

 Innes Adam – English  

 Sid Gujrani – Maths  

 Leonardo Bertolo – Maths   

 Aditya Dubey – Maths  

 Daniel Choupak – Maths   

 Riki Mian – English  

 Fergus Farrell – English   

 Sami Kymisis – English   

 Jack Johnson – RS  

 Kyu Dionisio – English   

 Daniel Bjorgolfsson – English   

 Ahmed Alshubaily – English   

Photos of the Week 

First Cookery Club of the term! 
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Fun in Board Games Club! 
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Advanced Artists in action  

Riding Club! 
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Christmas hats on the last day of term  

Merry Christmas from 6M 
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The boys in 4A had a creative project over the Christmas holidays to research the Chinese New Year and create a model of 
some kind portraying their findings. 

Last term, Year 7 were treated to a story telling session from the brilliant story tellers in 3P, well done, boys! 
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First Rowing Club session for Year 7  

Happy Chinese New Year from 4L! 
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www.wetherbyprep.co.uk 

On holiday in Orlando at Christmas, lucky John C (5T) met 

Goofy! 

Fencing Challenges at the end of last term 

Oscar Li (4L) amazing Chinese New Year clay head 

http://www.wetherbyprep.co.uk

