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Dear Parents, 
 
Welcome back and welcome to, Wetherby Prep 2018/2019. 
 
I hope your boys have had an enjoyable week.  From our perspective, 
they have done remarkably well, adapting to new procedures at lunch 
and at playtimes.  What has always been a logistically challenging 
school, with so much going on, just got that little bit more challenging 
this year but the staff and boys adapted and managed everything with-
out fuss, showing great efficiency, adaptability and organisation. 
 

The building work next door has not been without its difficulties, inevitable when consider-
ing it has been vacant for almost twenty years, and I must give all credit to City Axis, the 
building contractors, who have done an exceptional job getting the basement converted 
and to the Alpha Plus Group for committing to such a project in the first place, embracing 
our desire to make a very successful school, even better.  The work goes on in the back-
ground and we look forward to seeing it evolve as the term progresses. 
 
A project on this scale completely dwarfs the Bakers’ renovation of our house in Berkham-
sted, which starts on Monday.  My parents loved nothing more than buying a relatively run-
down property, renovating it then moving on to another and my childhood was always set 
against a backdrop of builders busying themselves around the various houses we lived 
in.  Brig and I though have not inherited that same desire to develop property, so this is a 
venture into the unknown for us.  Our builder (really good guy) has forewarned us that we 
will start to ‘hate’ him after a few weeks and was brutally honest about what the next 20 or 
so weeks is going to entail.  I also am struggling to come to terms with how much every-
thing costs.  I know things are expensive but I have already laid out a vast sum to our wa-
ter provider to re-site a mains connection, on top of various professional services but, as 
yet, seen no tangible improvement to our home, quite the opposite in fact. Standby to get 
bored as I inevitably re-visit the ‘Baker Building Work’ saga in this column over coming 
weeks… 
 
And of course, I can’t not mention Watford’s brilliant start to the season with four wins out 
of four.  If any boy wants an example of how to start something strongly and how the mo-
mentum of success can be so powerful and bring positivity to so many different aspects of 
life, every Wetherby boys’ ‘second favourite football club’ would be ideal.   
 
Have a good weekend, 
 
Nick Baker 

Parking at Wetherby Sports Ground 
 
A number of you have been in touch regarding the parking at Wetherby Sports Ground, whereby parents 
are being forced to pay to exit the car park.  We are aware of this issue and are trying to resolve it.  The 
problem has arisen due to the Beechwood Grove entrance/exit being out of action whilst the new pitches 
are laid.  David Lloyd are nothing to do with us (neither tenants or landlords) yet they control that en-
trance and as such are treating all cars unilaterally. If you are in and out under half an hour it is free to 
anyone but the current situation is unacceptable for fixtures and pick up which may fall over half an hour. 
 
Once Beechwood is restored, it won't be a problem but in the meantime we are looking for a resolution 
whereby parents (and visiting parents) don't have to pay.   
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Mrs Brookes writes… 

Curriculum Guides 
 
Attached to the Wetherbuzz are the Lower School and Upper School Curricu-
lum Guides. The guides are put together by the Heads of Department to keep 
you fully informed as to what your son will be learning this year. It also in-
cludes advice on what textbooks boys might be using.  
 

CATs testing 
 
Parents may have noticed in the calendar card that boys will be completing 
CATs tests over the next couple of weeks. The Cognitive Abilities Test (CAT) 
is a suite of tests that assesses a student's reasoning (thinking) abilities in key 
areas that support educational development and academic attainment. It is not 
possible to revise for the tests and it is not something for boys to worry about. 
The results of the tests provide us with a deeper understanding of boys’ learn-
ing styles and for older boys they are a useful data point for Senior School ad-
missions. 
 
There are four elements to the tests: 
 
Verbal Reasoning – thinking with words, includes verbal classification and 
analogies  
 
Quantitative (or Numerical) Reasoning – thinking with numbers, including 
number analogies and number sequences  
 
Non-verbal Reasoning – thinking with shapes, including figure classification 
and figure matrices 
 
Spatial Ability Battery – thinking with shape and space, including figure anal-
ysis and figure recognition  
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Mrs Furnell writes... 

School Council 
 
School Council are a key part of our school and have brought about many 
successful ideas that have been implemented in the school. Last year their 
initiatives included creating the ‘Wetherburger’, introducing the Wetherby wa-
ter bottle and most importantly, deciding on Mr Baker’s costume to wear to 
Church for the Christmas Assembly! I have every faith that this year’s group 
will be just as eager, bringing exciting new enterprises to Wetherby Prep.  
 
This week, each form elected their School Council representative with a very 
close vote in some forms. The election manifestos the boys presented were 
both passionate and persuasive and I do hope that some boys join Debating 
Club next term as they are excellent speakers. Commiserations to those 
boys who just missed out this time as form teachers told me just how close 
the vote was! There are still opportunities throughout the school year for 
boys to try out for positions of responsibility so I hope they will be encour-
aged to try out for these. 
  
For those boys who have been elected, many congratulations and I look for-
ward to our meetings this term. I have no doubt that the School Council rep-
resentatives for each form will share their creative and inspirational ideas 
and proudly represent their forms. 
 
Our first meeting, which will be chaired by the Pupil Leadership Team (PLT), 

will be held on Tuesday morning at 8:30am in the Dining Room. This year, 

we will hold weekly meetings and it is vital boys attend these regularly.  
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Wetherby Preparatory School 
School Council Representatives 

2018 – 2019  

Lower School Representatives Upper School Representatives 

3P Jai 6L Leonardo  

4A Raphael 6J Matthew 

4L Maximilian 6T Sebastien 

4M Saverio Aliboni 7H Max 

4S Nicolo  7M Lucas 

5B Afonso  7W Freddie 

5C Jack  8B Toran 

5K Miron  8F Cody 

5S Marco  8G Beau 

  8V Anders 

Prefects House Captains 

Cameron Zackaria  

Louis Nicholas  

  Nicolas 

  Ashaan  

Head Boy 

Jonny 
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Wetherby Water Bottle 
 

Last year, a hotly debated item on the School Council agenda 
was the Wetherby water bottle and I am delighted to announce 
that we are introducing our very own personalised Wetherby wa-
ter bottle this year! 
 
Much to the annoyance of my husband, I love my water bottles 
and have amassed a huge collection at home (which takes up far 
too much space). As such, I’ve become a bit of a ‘connoisseur’ 
with water bottles and have been very impressed with the insulat-
ed stainless steel water bottles that keep water hot/cold in the 
bottle and don’t seem to leak!  
 
As such, we will be introducing the new Wetherby Active Bottles 
this term which you can purchase directly from the website and 
have personalised with the Wetherby logo and the boy’s name.  
 
You can purchase the bottles directly from the website: 
 
https://activebottle.co.uk/collections/wetherby  
 
There are two delivery options on the website with £3 delivery to 
home and £1 delivery to school. Please note that the delivery to 
school will take a week or two as it will be a bulk delivery. 

https://activebottle.co.uk/collections/wetherby
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Mrs Greenwood writes… 
 

Second Hand Uniform Sale  
 
Dear Parents, 
 
There will be a Second Hand Wetherby Prep Uniform sale on Wednesday 19th Sep-
tember from 8.15 - 9.00 am where all uniform and sports kit will be available. I know 
many of your boys are missing specific items and this is also an ideal opportunity to 
double up and have spare sets. 
 
Please bring cash or cheque; credit card payments can only be taken for purchases 
greater than £50. 
 
If you are unable to attend the sale in person, please do send your son in with very 
specific instructions for purchases, and we will do our best to help him find the right 
item. I’m afraid we cannot accept returns or refunds. 
 
I look forward to seeing you on 19th September. 
 
Best wishes. 

Miss Clifford writes… 
 
 
Snacks during the school day 

 
In the morning, during the school day, we will provide your son with a healthy snack. If 
preferred, your son may bring in their own snack for morning break or break time at 
WSG, but this can only be a nut free cereal bar or a piece of fruit (crisps, sweets, 
chocolate bars, popcorn & sandwiches are not allowed at this time). 
   
If your son is staying for a club after school he can also bring a snack to eat before his 
club. This can be a sandwich, piece of fruit or nut free cereal bar, but no crisps, 
sweets, chocolate bars, popcorn as above. Please support us by encouraging the 
boys to have a healthy, balanced diet.  
 
Thank you very much.   
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Mr Billingham writes…. 
  

 
Mouthguards 
 
This term from the week commencing 20

th
 November your son will be playing Rug-

by at in Games lessons. I am writing to advise you, as our school policy is that all 
pupils in Year 4 to Year 8 must wear a mouthguard for matches and lessons. This 
is in line with guidelines set out by the Rugby Football Union (RFU). 
  
In order to facilitate this we have arranged for OPRO who are approved the Na-
tional Dental Mouthguard Association, to come into Wetherby Preparatory School 
and take impressions for custom fitted mouthguards. OPRO will take impressions 
on the mornings of the 12th (Y4, Y6 and Y7) and 13

th
 September (Y5 and Y8). 

  
Please note the following: 
  
* All boys will receive a Mid-Impact Clear mouth guard at a cost of £39.99 added to 
your school bill unless you opt-out by emailing the full name of your child together 
with their form class to optout@oprogroup.com.  
  
* You can upgrade to another design or type at an additional cost. The designs 
and types can be seen at http://mouthguards.opro.com/custom-colours-and-
designs. If you wish to upgrade please email the full name of your child together 
with their form class to optout@oprogroup.com.  
  
* The deadline to opt-out or upgrade is Sunday 10th September. After this point 
you will be charged for a Mid-Impact Clear mouthguard at the cost of £39.99. If 
choosing to opt-out it is suggested that you have received independent profession-
al advice in coming to this decision.  
  
Have a great weekend. 

mailto:optout@oprogroup.com
http://mouthguards.opro.com/custom-colours-and-designs
http://mouthguards.opro.com/custom-colours-and-designs
mailto:optout@oprogroup.com
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Mrs Furnell (nee Miss Olney) writes… 
 

Miss Olney got married! 
 
It has been a whirlwind year with the marathon and planning a wedding but James 

and I finally got married on 21
st
 July during the summer heatwave. It was a beautiful, 

sunny day in Chipperfield, Hertfordshire and I was married at my parents’ church and 

then had the reception back at their house where I grew up. From the food to the flow-

ers, every part of the wedding was special and we were truly blessed to have all my 

family and friends celebrate the day with us. We even managed to weave in our love 

of South-East Asia by serving Thai food at the reception and bringing a Tuk-Tuk into 

the marquee! It was only fitting that we had our honeymoon in Singapore and Bali 

which turned out to be as much fun as the wedding day itself. Thank you for all your 

lovely messages and James and I could not be happier; I don’t think I’ve stop smiling 

since the day! 
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Mr Sulleyman writes… 
 
Mr Sulleyman got married! 
 
I had the best day ever! We tied the knot in Farnham surrounded by our amazing 
family and friends. The day was filled with plenty of food, drinks, laughter and loads of 
fun! There were even some serious cricket matches being played between our fami-
lies! And then we danced the night away... 

Mrs Adamczyk (nee Miss Sternik) writes… 
 

Miss Sternik got married! 
 
I married my other half, Ariel, on 28th July. It was a small ceremony and we were 
surrounded by our dearest family and friends. The wedding took place in a garden, 
in a little, beautifully situated Polish town called Kazimierz Dolny. This particular 
place on Earth is extra special to us because that is where we met for the very first 
time, precisely 10 years earlier. We both loved every minute of the day and will 
cherish those memories forever. 
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Miss Martin writes… 

 
Miss Martin got engaged! 
 
George and I got engaged in beautiful 
Santorini over the summer holidays! It 
came as a complete surprise and we 
are utterly thrilled! We plan to get mar-
ried in June next year, in Norfolk where 
my parents live.  

We are very pleased to welcome a new Wetherby baby! 
Congratulations to Mr Smith on the safe arrival of his baby girl Eva! 
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Miss Bethany Saddington 
Year 4 Teacher 

Miss Cecilia Bidie 
Key Stage 2 Teacher 

Miss Ursee Andrews-Bowen 
English Teacher 

Miss Charlotte Flomet 
French Teacher 

Mr James Brampton 
Geography Teacher 

Mr Matthew Evans 
Games Teacher 
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Miss Elle Whitbread 
Gap Student 

Miss Hannah Preece 
Teaching Assistant 

Miss Edita Mandic 
Teaching Assistant 

Miss Saphy Buchanan 
Gap Student 

Miss Meg Anderson 
Gap Student 

Mr Jeremy Haw 
Gap Student 

Mr Matthew Dingemans 
Gap Student 
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This week’s Citizen of the Week is 
Hector in 7W. Always helpful in class 
and with such a welcome smile on his 
face, Hector has made an excellent 
start to the new School year, bringing 
back an even more positive attitude 
and showing right from the start that 
he is ready to learn. Well done, Hec-
tor! 

This week’s Sportsman of the Week 
is Cody in 8F. Cody proved to be 
something of a “players’ player” on 
the Lisbon Football Tour. His maturity 
and organisation off pitch, together 
with his undaunted performance on 
the pitch showed genuine sportsman-
ship. Well done, Cody!  
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Mrs Bevan writes… 
 

Rwanda Trip 
 
It has been great coming back to school and hearing all of the boys talking about 
their summer holidays. Mr Billingham, Mr Lock, Mr Metherell, Miss Phoenix and I 
were equally keen to talk about our time in Rwanda.  For new boys and parents, 
Rwanda Aid is the ‘away’ charity that we support.  Through the charity, we have set 
up links with Mwegera School in the remote South West region and also help with the 
teacher training programme run by Rwanda Aid in Kamembe.  This was the fourth 
year that we have helped with the teacher mentor/mentee programme and it is clear 
to see that they are really benefitting from our support.  The Wetherby team spent the 
week working with the teachers at TTC Mururu and we were warmly welcomed by 
both the Rwanda Aid team and the mentees.  The programme consisted of a variety 
of different lessons, mainly aimed at helping improve English and also to give the 
teachers practical solutions in making resources out of limited supplies. The pro-
gramme was a huge success and we will all take away some long lasting memories. 
 
For our final day in Kamembe, we were very grateful to have the opportunity to visit 
some of the Rwanda Aid projects.  This included some of the enterprise projects, 
Baho Neza Mwana (the street children project), Ngwino Nawe (a school for children 
with disabilities) and also a farming initiative supported by Rwanda Aid.  The 
Wetherby team all had a fantastic week helping to support some of the Rwanda Aid 
initiatives.  It is a huge privilege to help in a small way with their fantastic work and 
we look forward to our continued support of Rwanda Aid in the coming year. 
 
For full details of our experiences do please have a look at the blog; even flicking 
through the photographs will give you a feel for the project. As ever, Rwanda Aid are 
extremely grateful for the support from Wetherby boys and parents. 
 
https://wetherbyinrwanda2018.wordpress.com/ 

https://wetherbyinrwanda2018.wordpress.com/
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This academic year, children in Years 3, 4 and 5 will be learning their weekly 
spellings using a new scheme:  Spell Seekers. Throughout which, words given 
will focus on a specific spelling pattern, some challenger words for extension and 
National Curriculum words.  
 
Each week, the boys will be tested on these spellings with ten credits awarded for 
every correct spelling. If your son scores 100 credits or more then they will be 
awarded a charm from their Charm Chart and Castle. With 20 charms to collect 
across the year, spellings are sure to become the next big thing at Wetherby 
Prep. The class with the largest total of credits at end of the term will be awarded 
The Golden Eagle! 
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Mr Gascoine writes… 
 
Congratulations to the pupils below and a house-point for each right answer. 
Please make sure that all answer sheets include workings out, full names and forms please. 

Upper School Brainiacs Lower School Brainiacs 

Taymour  

Kourosh  

Elias  

Henry  

Laith  

Kiran  

Nadhmi 

Kilian 

  

Lower School Challenge Upper School Challenge 
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Top Ten Speed Kings 2018-19 

Taymour   Year 5   3 mins 2 sec  1 

Ezra  Year 4   3 mins 7 sec  2 

Samuele   Year 3   3 mins 11 sec  3 

Ziyang   Year 4   4 mins 2 sec  4 

Raphael  Year 4   4 mins 45 sec  5 

James    Year 4   5 mins 26 sec  6 

Adam   Year 4   7 mins 9 sec  7 

Eren   Year 3   8  mins 1 sec  8 

Alex   Year 4   9 mins 47 sec  9 

Henry   Year 4   9 mins 54 sec  10 

We are off and running in this year’s premier speed test event. The early leader is 
Taymour with a rapid opening salvo of 3 minutes and 2 seconds. Good to see Year 
represented with Ezra and Eren joining the party, Miss Phoenix has high hopes for 
you both. 
 
Don’t get too comfortable boys for the top set in Year 5 are yet to complete a speed 
test and they look mean this year! 
 
Mr Gascoine 
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Mr Lock writes… 
 
All boys in Year 6, 7 and 8 will receive a copy of the key text covered in the Common En-
trance course. 
 
Year 6 and 7 pupils have a booklet called Theology, Philosophy and Religion. 
 
Year 8 pupils have a booklet called Religious Studies for Common Entrance. 
 
I have attached QR codes as well as URLs for these booklets which will make them available 
on any digital device. 
 
If you have any problem downloading these please let me know. 
 
I hope that they prove useful and would very much welcome feedback. 

https://tinyurl.com/yatvsqd2 https://tinyurl.com/yd5w534d 

Year 6 and 7 Year 8 

https://tinyurl.com/yatvsqd2
https://tinyurl.com/yd5w534d
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Mr Reid writes…  
  
Before we get started, let me introduce myself, I am the Director of Sport at Wetherby 
Preparatory School. I am looking forward to getting to know your boys and teaching them 
this year. Please see below important information on Franchise Football and 
www.wetherbyprepsport.co.uk.  
  

Franchise  
  
Following a successful year of Franchise Sport, I am delighted to say that we are going to 
continue this term with the ever popular ‘Wetherby Premier League’ This will be for all 
boys who have not been selected in the school team and will be a series of ‘intra-school’ 
organised fixtures, resulting in a winner for the Seniors, the Under 11s, Under 10s and 
Under 9s which will be announced in the final sports assembly. If your son is not selected 
into a football team, he will then be placed into a draft, where the members of staff will 
pick 4-6 teams dependant on their year group. Each member of staff will coach the same 
team throughout the year and will be there at every fixture (it’s really a competition be-
tween the teachers!) All parents are invited to watch the matches, there will be a tea af-
terwards and the results read out in Friday assembly. 
  
If your son is not selected initially for the for regular fixtures against other schools, he can 
still be chosen for later games. We will assess the boys each week and make changes 
accordingly. The boys will however not be able to move between franchises (a Bulldog 
cannot become a Hawk!) We want the ‘intra-school’ matches to be as competitive as pos-
sible and for the boys to have a real passion for their teams, whether that be playing for 
the Under 10B team or indeed the ‘WPS Rangers’.  
  

SOCS  
  
For those who are familiar with it, I hope you are enjoying www.wetherbyprepsport.co.uk 
For those who are not familiar it, please follow the link to find out all the information you 
need for next week’s fixtures, in what is another jam packed week. We have gone 
through the website with the boys to show them how it works. As with all these things, the 
boys are so much better at accessing technology that I really want them to take as much 
ownership as possible so they can direct you as parents to where they are playing, and 
on what day etc.  
 
A quick tip is to go directly to the website and then ‘Sports Calendar’. Click on ‘Today’s 
Teams’ and this will give a full list of all the boys who are playing that day with the loca-
tion, pick up time and other important information. 
 
The password for the site is ‘TeamWetherby’ and all team sheets will go ‘live’ on Friday’s 
in line with the Wetherbuzz. I hope this helps to make the transition easier and as always, 
please contact me with any questions.  
 
Have a great week. 
 
 

Franchise, SOCS and Kit  

http://www.wetherbyprepsport.co.uk
http://www.wetherbyprepsport.co.uk
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Weekly Housepoint Totals 

Yearly Housepoint Totals 

Highest Housepoint Earners by Form Class 

Upper School 

6J Chase  

6L John  

6T Rocco  

7H Kilian  

7M Elliot  

7W Philip  

8B Oscar  

8F Noah  

  Cody  

  Zackaria 

8G Alexander  

8V Brick  

Lower School 

3P Samuele  

4A Raphael   

  Oliver  

  Jonah  

  Jonah  

4L Maximilian  

4M Bear  

4S Johnny  

5B Ilya  

5C Raffi  

5K Omar  

  Miron  

  Elvis  

5S Harry  

Samuele – 13 

 
Highest Housepoint Earner for the Week 

First Place Second Place Third Place Fourth Place 

Pembridge Dawson Westbourne Chepstow 

180 160 142 140 

First Place Second Place Third Place Fourth Place 

Pembridge 
Captain Zacharia 

Dawson 
Captain Nicolas 

Westbourne 
Captain Ashaan 

Chepstow 
Captain Nicholas 

180 160 142 140 
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Form Class Winners 

First Place Second Place Joint Third Place Joint Third Place 

Form 3P 
88 

Form 6L 
75 

Form 4A 
49 

Form 6T 
49 

 Maximilian – Airfix Winner! 
 
 Harry  – Reading 
 
 Kilian  – Reading 
 

 Ardavan  – Reading 
 

 Elliot – Reading 

 Noah – English 
 
 Zack - English 
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Philip’s hockey success! 

Before the summer holidays, Philip was representing GB U11 ice hockey team in Brati-
slava. Philip over the course of the week was the leading goal scorer for the team even 
with a hand injury. His family are very proud of his accomplishments. Attached is a 
picture of Philip with his sister after a game as well as a picture with the Union Jack. 
GB is now playing in the elite men’s hockey division and will be playing against hockey 
powers like Canada, Russia and the US. Philip hopes to continue putting on the GB 
jersey in the hopes of scoring goals against these teams.   

Nadhmi — Chess Championships 

ESCC 2018 

Nadhmi was one of 5 England players competing in the under 11 section at the European 
School Chess Championships in Krakow, Poland in early July. He did exceptionally well 
ending up on a fantastic 6 out of 9 points, coming joint 5th place out of 60 competitors and 
the top performing England under 11 player. 

 
BCC 2018  

Nadhmi also competed in the under 11 section of the British Chess Championships in Hull 

last month. He ended up coming a fantastic 2nd place in the under 11 British Chess Cham-
pionships, which is one of the toughest and most prestigious national chess tournaments. 
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Max — European Baseball Championship 
 
Max took part in the European Baseball Championships in Budapest, he was on 
U12 Team GB. The team consisted of boys and girls from London, Brighton and 
Manchester.  They placed 11th, which was pretty good considering they had never 
played together as a team.  It was an amazing experience for Max though, he not 
only made friends with the other British players but with the kids from the other Eu-
ropean teams as well. 
 
In late July Max’s regular team (London Storm from the London Sports organization, 
they won the UK Little League Championships) competed in the Little League World 
Series qualifier for the region of Europe and Africa.  The tournament was held in 
Poland and Max saw many of the boys he has competed against / made friends 
with in other tournaments.  Spain won the tournament and got to go to the US to 
compete in the Little League World Series (which is televised internationally), and I 
think the best part for Max was watching  his new friends on ESPN! 
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A big thumb’s up for the new dining room! 

Wetherby Sports Ground 
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3P 
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Friday Clubs 

3P 
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Photo of 6L school council voting with returning officers Arki and Tiki 

Kilian (now 7H) and Benno Seidel (now 4M) from their recent visit to NY and the Wetherby-Pembridge School. 
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Eton Fives players ready for action. 

Innes official ceremony with his adult kick boxing black belt - 
passed just before school holidays. Cricket fun. 
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www.wetherbyprep.co.uk 

Running Club. 

http://www.wetherbyprep.co.uk

