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Dear Parents,
Where did that half term go? Only seems like last week when we
were welcoming new boys to the School; how fast things move at
Wetherby Prep.
It has been a thoroughly enjoyable and successful first half of term
and the boys have achieved much, both in and out of the classroom. I would like also to make special mention of not just the new
boys but our new staff, who have also settled in remarkably well. It’s
quite unusual for us to have this many new staff but, due to a combination of an increasing school roll and various maternity covers, eight
new colleagues joined us this term. They have made a superb impact
and, whilst I always warn new staff, “This school will hit you like a
train,” when they start, all of them have embraced the school and very
quickly become #teamwetherby.
Two much loved members of staff are leaving (albeit temporarily) today and we wish them all
the best with the impending birth of their daughter (Mrs Lucy Bassett) and son (Mrs Lauren
Shanley). Both Lucy and Lauren will be much-missed but we of course look forward to
meeting the new members of their family in the months to come. One of Lauren’s principal
roles this term has been to induct new teachers, particularly those that teach her subject of
English, and she has become known in the Common Room here as ‘School Mum’. I have
no doubt she will be as brilliant a mum to her baby as she has been to us here.
We had a very successful open evening on Wednesday, with record attendance and arguably the most positive feedback ever from a group of prospective parents. They loved the
building, loved the teachers, loved our ethos and culture, thought I was alright but, most of
all, they thought the Year 8 boys who toured them around the building were magnificent. And
they were. So many parents left saying how they would love their son to turn into Lachlan/
Lucas/Luke/Sava/Nicolas/Jonny/Louis, etc., etc.”. I don’t think there is anything specific that
we do to create their easy ability to communicate with adults and complete strangers but
whatever we do, it is incredibly effective and makes an extremely positive and memorable
impression on our visitors.
The Bakers have a somewhat disjointed half term holiday ahead as my wife and younger
son’s school has our second week as their first week off, so I am home alone next week,
taking on the role of ‘Project Manager’ at the building site that is our home at present. So far
so good on the project and how good is it to have a skip permanently outside one’s property? I think I must have thrown out a piece of old clothing/unwanted toy/broken furniture on a
daily basis. I’ll try my hardest not to interfere and help, simply by making teas and coffees
and offering words of praise and encouragement – I’m sure they’ll love having me around…
Have a great half term break!
Nick Baker
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Mrs Furnell writes…

Lower School Assessments
In the week beginning 5th November, Years 3, 4 and 5 will be completing some assessments during class. As the assessments are intended to be low-key, there is no
need for the boys to worry or to be revising at home so no revision advice sheets will
be issued. The assessments will be in English, Mathematics and Science only. Year 5
will also have a reasoning assessment. Your son will be given a timetable during
form period, after half term.

Wetherby Water Bottles
Lots of Wetherby water bottles have been arriving over the past week or two. If you
have not received your water bottle yet, please be patient as it takes time to process
the orders and then engrave them. As soon as the delivery arrives, I distribute them
and it’s lovely to see so many happy faces when they receive them.
If you would still like to order a bottle, they can be purchased from:
https://activebottle.co.uk/collections/wetherby
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Wider Earth at Natural History Museum
Mrs Brookes writes...
We have managed to secure some school tickets for the evening performance of Wider
Earth on 6 December. The tickets are at a much reduced price if £19.50 per boy.
The plan would be for your son to remain at Wetherby after school, he will then have
supper and staff will take the boys to the theatre.
As the performance does not start until 7:30pm, it is most suited to boys in Year 6 and
above. If you would like your son to be part of the school group please email me as
soon as possible. emma.brookes@wetherbyprep.co.uk.
Tickets will be issued on a first come, first served basis.
Here is a reminder of the link for more information:
http://www.nhm.ac.uk/visit/exhibitions/the-wider-earth.html

From the PTA
This is an amazing talk on Children’s Mental Health, dealing particularly with the subject of parents clashing with teachers, etc. Well worth a watch.
https://www.ted.com/talks/
julie_lythcott_haims_how_to_raise_successful_kids_without_over_parenting?
language=en&utm_campaign=tedspread&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=tedcomsha
re
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School Council Meeting Minutes
Date: Tuesday 9th October 2018
Time: 8:30am
Attendance: School Council Representatives and PLT
Issues/Ideas brought up during meeting and action plan:


Goalkeeping kit – One of the boys mentioned that other Prep schools have goalkeeping kits and wondered whether Wetherby could have its own goalkeeping kit or
even goalkeeping gloves.



Sports badges – The boys love their badges and wear them with pride. A few boys
are keen to get some for sport e.g. rowing. Mr Dean has already been looking into this
idea and is hoping to order some for the rowing boys.



Charity days – Lots of ideas for charity initiatives and the boys are excited about
Wetherby’s Got Talent next term. They suggested instead of a mufti day, doing a
‘Jeans for Genes’ day instead to raise money.



Sandwich bar – Following on from this idea last week, a few boys are keen to have
some cured meat and slices of cheese by the salad bar so that they can also make
their own sandwiches or a ‘ploughmans’ at lunchtime.



Clubs – A few boys suggested ‘Reading Club’ and opening up ‘D&T Club’ for all the
year groups.



Drama – The boys really enjoy their Drama lessons and suggested one hour lessons.
Unfortunately, this isn’t possible with the timetable this year but it’s lovely to see the
boys enjoying their lessons and all credit to Miss Waters.



Water bottles – A big delivery arrived this morning and Mrs Furnell is tracking the
orders. If you would still like to order one, please visit the website:
https://activebottle.co.uk/collections/wetherby/products/wetherby-bottle

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 30th October at 8:30am in the Dining Room.

Wetherbuzz Week 7

The winner this week is Daniel in 6J!
Felix fell over in form time today whilst carrying a
pile of books which flew everywhere. Many of
the others just minded their own business but
Danny rushed over, immediately and sincerely
asking if he was ok and helped to pick up all the
books for him. Thought this was very sweet and
so kind. Mrs Jenne

Other notable ‘Acts of Kindness’
Matthew – Always offers to help the younger boys in Art Club who need help. He is very aware of others around him and steps in without having to be asked. Miss Clifford
G – said to one boy in Art Club “Don’t worry – the fact that you are trying really hard is the main things”.
This was really nice to hear when a boy in the group was finding a particular task quite challenging.
Miss Clifford
George – always smiling and asks me how I am. He also often asks if I need any help carrying anything. Miss Clifford
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5S – Really nice reaction from the class when Alex Govindan was awarded the ‘superstar pencil’ at
the end of the lesson. All boys were pleased for Alex and congratulated him. Plus they are the first
class to all remember their swimming kit for the first time since the beginning of term. Miss Clifford
Daniel – Felix fell over in form time today whilst carrying a pile of books which flew everywhere.
Many of the others just minded their own business but Danny Choupak rushed over, immediately and
sincerely asking if he was ok and helped to pick up all the books for him. Thought this was very
sweet and so kind. Mrs Jenne
Ezra – Today Mr Wattenberg came in to talk to Y5 and Ezra was brilliant at helping his Dad. At the
end of the talk I gave them both some biscuits as a thank you, Ezra then asked his Dad if he could
take them to share with his form class. Ezra handed out the biscuits in RS and was so kind and
thoughtful about the other boys. 4L are lucky to have him! Miss Orpwood
Lachlan – he tidied up after many of the others after French breakfast this morning and really stood
out. He was under the tables picking up lots of their rubbish and cleaning all of their tables without a
fuss. Mrs Jenne
George and Lachlan – The Year 8 boys were outstanding last night at Open Evening, touring the
prospective parents and being the perfect Wetherby ambassadors. These two went even further by
asking Hal if they could join in with helping put the Pioneer Hall back together and were kind enough
to offer help without being asked. Mrs Furnell
Ethan – Each week in Debating Club, a boy who has really excelled himself is awarded with ‘Debater
of the Week’. This is obviously an incredibly difficult task for me because the Year 4s in debating club
put their utmost effort into the club every week. This week, when Michael was awarded ‘Debater of
the Week’, Ethan enthusiastically and genuinely congratulated Michael on his achievement. It was so
lovely to see boys rooting for each other and being so happy for each other's successes. Miss Phoenix
Debating Club – I should also mention the whole of Debating Club as I was feeling rather poorly on
Monday with a sore throat and the boys in my club were so considerate and worked all the harder
because of it. Each one of them thank me for the club and wish me a lovely evening on their way out.
It is a pleasure to take this club. Miss Phoenix
Luca - Tidied away lots of litter after packed lunches today without having to be asked. Mrs Brookes
Edward - Offered me a seat when there were none left. I was absolutely fine standing, but a very
gentlemanly thing to do! Mrs Brookes
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This week’s Citizen of the Week is Lucas
in 8V. Whilst all the Wetherby Open
Evening guides were outstanding this
week, Lucas was particularly enthusiastic
and engaging. Humble, measured and
pragmatic in his approach, he truly typified everything a Wetherby boy should
be. Well done, Lucas!

This week’s Sportsman of the Week is Alex
in 4M. The Under 9 B Team have had a fantastic start to the season and ended this halfterm winning the Eaton Square Competition.
Alex has been an integral part of this team
and their success. Not only has he scored an
impressive number of goals, but his attitude
is always exemplary and he epitomises what
it means to be a true sportsman. Well done,
Alex!

Miss Martin’s Year 5 Maths
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Happy Birthday to Elvis who was 10 on the 9th October.
He has kindly donated some books to the library.

Happy Birthday to Felix who is 10 tomorrow and has kindly donated
these ‘birthday books’ to our Library.

Happy Birthday Elvis and Felix!
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The Great ‘Wetherby’ bake off!
Miss Martin writes…
Have you ever thought of yourself as the next Mary Berry? Well, look no further. Wetherby
Prep School is delighted to announce the return of the Great ‘Wetherby’ bake off! The
last two years have been a great success and you can see below, some of the brilliant
entries we had!
The competition will be held on Thursday 15th November, and judging will take place during the school day. Boys are welcome to make a cake of any type, and the theme of the
competition is ‘Favourite Book’. Please let me know if your sons would like to be involved
in this exciting competition by directly emailing me at ellie.martin@wetherbyprep.co.uk.
Each boy in the school will be able to cast one vote for their winning cake, and there will
also be two special guest judges… Winners will be announced in Assembly on Friday
16thNovember.
At 4pm on Thursday 15th November the Bake Off cakes will be cut up to be enjoyed and
sold on for charity. Please can your sons bring in a small amount of change on this day, if
they would like to purchase a cake. The winning cakes will be raffled off and winners announced in assembly.
All proceeds for the Great ‘Wetherby’ Bake Off will go to our school charities. This year we
are very much looking forward to supporting the Church of Annunciation in their fundraising efforts, Rwanda Aid and our Wetherby Bursary Fund.
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The BBC Lifeline Appeal
From AVUK, our ‘home’ charity last year…
The BBC Lifeline appeal is a nine-minute programme that airs once a month to highlight the important and life-changing work of a chosen charity.
Radio 2 DJ Sara Cox will help share the incredible stories of families and therapists
who work with Auditory Verbal UK.
It will showcase the amazing work the charity does to help families of deaf children
who want to see their child listen and speak alongside their hearing peers and highlight the importance of raising expectations for deaf children.
The BBC Lifeline appeal will air on BBC One on Sunday October 14 at 3.35pm. It will
be repeated on BBC Two at 1pm on Wednesday October 17.
It will be available to watch on BBC iPlayer from 4pm on October 14 on this link https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0bp5tsl
A matched funder is happy to match all donations up to £10k raised from the appeal.
We hope that you enjoy the film.
Wetherby Bursary Fund
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Mr Lock writes…
A huge thank you to the Wetherby Community form the Euston Foodbank for the incredible donations passed to them today. Dorothea told me that there has been a
64% increase in people using the charity since last year and that what was collected
this morning will make a massive difference. As mentioned in assembly, there is often
a spike in people who are referred during the school holiday so our donations come
at a vital time.
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Week 6 Charms and Word Lists:
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“Bananas were smiles waiting to be eaten.”
- Cosimo, Y8

“I can still remember the rhythm of the boat swaying me
from side to side as if I was a real life rocking horse.”
- Willoughby writing as a horse journeying to France, Y5

“She was as lonely as a snow leopard.”
- Brooks, Y6

“Luna was incandescent ; she violently thwacked her blueprints like a baseball player hitting a ball at a thousand
miles per hour.”
- Adrian, Y6

“The screaming of the staircase was muffled by a horde of
kids trampling overhead.”
- Kirill Y8
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G Y4

Edward Y6
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Junyi

Oliver

Charles

Felix

Afonso

Aran

Big Boy Burrito

Elias (4S)

Teymour

Laith

Oliver (4S)

Junyi (4S)

Oliver

Zehen

Teo

Maxwell

Daniil

Alex

Misha

Nigel Farage!

Sacha

Beau

Oscar

Nadhmi

Zehen

Alex

Zayn

Lucas

Alexander

Adrian

Suleman

Mr Gascoine writes…
Congratulations to the above pupils and a house-point for each right answer.
Please make sure that all answer sheets include workings out, full names and forms please.
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1

Samuele

Year 3

2 mins 13 sec

2

Miron

Year 5

2 mins 25 sec

3

Taymour

Year 5

2 mins 25 sec

4

Ezra

Year 4

2 mins 28 sec

5

Samuel

Year 5

2 mins 50 sec

6

Max

Year 4

3 mins 01 sec

7

Aaron

Year 5

3 mins 10 sec

8

Beau

Year 4

3 mins 19 sec

9

Jake

Year 5

3 mins 25 sec

Year 5

3 mins 29 sec

10 Benett

Boom! Samuele (Year 3 speedster) has hit the front with an improved PB of 18 seconds!
Miron and Taymour share the spoils of second place with another Year 5 hotshot, Samuel
in at position 5. Another new-comer is Jake with 3 mins 25 secs and finally Benett, despite
being given a 5 second penalty for a wrong answer has crashed the top ten with 3. 29.
Phew, we all need a holiday! Two weeks should do it.
Mr Gascoine
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Mrs Harris writes…
Year 6 enjoyed a Science day out at Queen Mary’s University to learn all about cells!
They played games in the ‘Centre of the Cell’, a room which is built to look exactly like
a cell! Then they enjoyed an interactive workshop called ‘Snot, Sick and Scabs’ where
they made their own ‘sick’, role-played how scabs are made and tested the effectiveness of snot in removing unwanted bacteria and viruses. The boys had a great day out
and were an asset to the school!
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Breakfast Concert
Miss Orpwood writes…
I cannot believe that we are already on Week 6! What a whirlwind of a first half term it has
been. Mr Brawn and I have been super busy and have both adjusted to teaching new
subjects at Wetherby Prep. Mr Brawn is having a great time teaching Year 4 French and I
have been really enjoying teaching Religious Studies to Year 4 and 5. Music is still flourishing, all three choirs are sounding fantastic this term and we have an exciting tour to
Paris planned for March 2019. Violin madness will also be starting up again after half
term as 3P will be starting their lessons.
This week we had our first Breakfast Concert of the year and the boys have set the bar
high! We saw fantastic performances from the boys!
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Libera’s performance on Wednesday 17th October
Mr Brawn writes…
Calling all choristers! The internationally renowned boys choir, Libera, are performing
at Westminster Cathedral on Wednesday 17th October, 8.00pm.
Who are they? A quick YouTube search will give you an idea of who Libera are and
what they sing. They tour the world regularly, sometimes three to four times a year, as
well as perform a number of concerts in the UK. They have recorded several albums
which have been heard on radio. They have often been seen on TV, and recorded
music for games and films. Their style is unique. They are boys just like you, who enjoy their singing and work extremely hard at what they do, to sound like they do.
The benefit? This is the perfect opportunity for all aspiring choristers to watch quite a
unique group of musical boys. This is a must for all those in Chamber Choir and also
those vocally ambitious boys to see the potential we all have to achieve more. Plus,
the music is great and the concert truly is lovely.
The bonus? Mr Brawn is playing as part of the accompanying band! So, to see him in
action, please see the attached flyer for more details or go to www.ticketsource.co.uk/
libera for all ticketing inquiries. Or see Mr Brawn if you would like to know more.
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French Breakfast
Mademoiselle Flomet writes…
This week, all the boys enjoyed eating ‘un petit déjeuner français’! There were plenty
of ‘croissants, pains au chocolat and pains aux raisins,’ accompanied by either a ‘jus
de pomme’ or a ‘jus d’orange.’ The boys had the chance to practise their best French
and all the teachers were blown away by their very impressive pronunciation!
Bon travail, les garçons!
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Miss Orpwood writes…
This term I have had such a great time teaching RS to Years 4 and 5. The boys have all
been so much fun to teach and I am really looking forward to doing lots of different topics
throughout the year.
On Thursday Ezra (4L) and Mr Wattenberg very kindly gave a brilliant talk to Year 5 all
about Passover and the types of food that are eaten during the Jewish holiday. Mr Wattenberg brought in some Matzos bread and homemade Charoset for the boys to try which was
such a treat. We are so grateful that Mr Wattenberg and Ezra gave up their time to come
and talk to us, we really enjoyed it. A huge thank from Year 5!
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Football Term
4/10/18
Under 10A-D vs. Thomas’s Battersea
4 wins out of 4 for Wetherby with 29 goals being scored and only 7 conceded in defence.
Man of the match players: Jake, Dexter, Miron, Charles
Franchise
The Rangers hunted down the Hawks and came away with a 4-1 victory whilst in the clash of
the Titans and the Wizards it was the latter who won by the small margin of 3 goals to 2.
Man of the match players: Michael, Harry
5/10/18
Under 13 Wetherby Prep tournament
The A team played some fantastic football and progressed to the final of the tournament however were beaten by a well organised Arnold House outfit.
Under 12A ESFA round 1
The boys worked tirelessly for the entire match however the deadlock could not be broken during normal time which meant the teams would have to play extra time to decide who would
progress to the next round. Unfortunately, Wetherby conceded goals in extra time meaning
that despite giving their all the boys were eliminated from the competition.
6/10/18
Fulham Prep B team tournament
The under 10’s and the 11’s progressed to the plate stages of the competition and showed
great perseverance in cold and wet weather which made playing conditions difficult.
Player of tournament: Afonso
Surbiton Prep tournament
The under 11A team participated in a tournament which was high in quality and performed admirably in reaching the semi-finals of the tournament.
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8/10/18
Under 11 A-D vs. Falcons
Three wins out of four for the Wetherby with the highlight coming from the A, C and D teams
as the defenders all kept clean sheets.
Man of the match players: Beckett Willis, Brooks Stevens, Leonardo Bertolo, Aditya
Dubey

Franchise
The Giants crushed the Marlins 3-0 whilst the shootout between the Pistons and the Knights
ended in an entertaining 3-3.
Man of the match players: Oscar
Under 9 Tournament at Arnold House
The A team played exceptionally well and just missed out on a second placed finish in their
group whist the B team in the plate competition managed to win the competition.

9/10/18—Under 9 A-D vs. North Bridge House
It was a positive first away day of the season for Wetherby at Regent’s Park as we came
back with four wins out of four for the day with the highlight being an 8-1 win for the B team.
Man of the match players: Harrison, Alexander, Adam, Timothee
Under 8 A&B vs. Arnold House
Wetherby showed great spirit and perseverance against a strong Arnold House side who
came away from the Wetherby Sports Ground with two wins.
Man of the match players: Dmitry, Sam.
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Franchise
A clean sheet for the Flyers earned them the only win of the day in the Under 9 Franchise
against the Blackhawks whilst the Devils and the Sabres played out an entertaining 2-2
draw.
Man of the match players: Alexander Qureshi, Jonah Kleinman
10/10/18
Under 12A and 13B vs. Sussex House
Despite a home loss, the under 12A’s should look at the match in a positive light by taking
on a team who are a year older. The under 13B’s had a tight game against Sussex House
but were edged out in a 2-1 defeat by their opponents.
Man of the match: Chinua
Senior Franchise
The race for the title continues as the Storm dropped points for the first time this season,
allowing nearest challengers the Vikings to draw level and be behind only on goal difference
with both teams playing each other in the next round.
Man of the match players: Lucas, Arty, Lucas
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Highest Housepoint Earners by Form Class
Lower School

Upper School

3P

Romell

6J

Felix

4A

Alessandro

6L

Sami

4L

Roman

6T

Matthew

4M

Henry

7H

Kilian

4S

Rolof

7M

Elliot

Elias

7W

Oliver

5B

Zehen

8B

Nur

5C

Jack

8F

Sam

5K

Taymour

5S

Samuel

Zackaria
8G

Aidan
Ethan

8V

Luke

Highest Housepoint Earner for the Week
Roman – 40

Weekly Housepoint Totals
First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Fourth Place

Dawson

Pembridge

Chepstow

Westbourne

804

801

676

630

Yearly Housepoint Totals
First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Fourth Place

Dawson
Captain N. Sesson-Farre

Pembridge
Captain Z. Roda

Chepstow
Captain N. Dyer

Westbourne
Captain A. Jayaraj

3,487

3,406

3,122

2,847
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Form Class Winners
First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Form 3P
296

Form 6L
240

Form 7M
233
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Lucas’ 5km Charity Run
Lucas (5S) is taking part in the Race for Kids 5km Run in Hyde Park this Saturday. The
run is in aid of vital repairs and upgrades to Great Ormond Street Hospital - all the details are in the GOSH link below. You can make a donation via Justgiving and, if you
can, please come along and support all the runners - there will be fun family activities in
the park during and after the race on Saturday morning.
https://www.gosh.org/get-involved/fundraising-events/rbc-race-kids-2018
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/wiedebach
Good luck, Lucas!
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Ezra’s donation to the ’Football Beyond Borders’
Ezra (4L) has kindly donated half of his birthday money to a great charitable cause,
‘Football Beyond Borders’.
This is ‘an education charity which uses football as an engagement tool to provide
young people with the opportunity to achieve their goals and fulfil their potential.’
For more information visit: https://footballbeyondborders.org/what-we-do/
Well done, Ezra – what a very generous and kind thing to do!
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Elias’ Frieze Art Fair Visit
Elias (4S) and his brother Daniel (Wetherby Kensington) had a fun filled day at Frieze Art
Fair this weekend - they saw lots of great pieces which reminded them of the Wetherby
Way!
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...
‘Boys enjoying Little House of Science
Club – making a hovercraft

Beautiful Bryanston Square (this morning)
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Matteo enjoying Harry Potter
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www.wetherbyprep.co.uk
https://sites.google.com/wetherbyprepstudents.co.uk/clubsinformation/home

