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WEEK 10: 18th — 24th November 2019 

MONDAY 

TUESDAY 

WEDNESDAY 

FRIDAY 

 Staff Meeting – 8am 

 Whole School Assembly at Church of the Annunciation – 
8:30am 

     THIS EVENT WILL BE STREAMED LIVE ON INSTAGRAM 

 Games for Year 5 – 9:15-11:45am 

 Year 5 Author Talk by Ben Miller – 12:45pm 

 U11 Rugby Tour to Yorkshire Departs  

 8V Scholarship Mock Exams 

 Year 7 Safety Talk in the Drama Suite – 9-10am 

 Swimming for 5K, 5O and 5T – 9-11am 

 Games for Year 6 – 9-11:30am 

 Games for Years 3 and 4 – 1:30-4pm 

 U9 A, C, E, G, I vs. St Anthony’s (A) – 2:30pm 

 U9 B, D, F, H vs. Tower House School (H) – 2:30pm 

 U8 vs. Kew College Prep (H) – 2:30pm 

 4P and 4S Parents’ Evening – 5-8pm   

 

Friday Clubs 

Monday Clubs 

SATURDAY 

-  Whole School Clubs – 2:15-4pm  

 

 
Wednesday Clubs 

-  Morning Mental Maths – 7:45-8:20 
-  Rowing – 7:15-9am 
-  Running – 7:45-8:45am 
-  Swimming – School Swim Squad 

— 7:30-8:30am 
-  Bowed Strings – 4-5pm 
-  Chess – 4-5pm 
-  Code Club – Upper School – 4-5pm 
-  Drawing Club – Upper School – 4-5pm 
-  Fencing – 4-6pm 
-  Maths Revision – 4-5pm 
-  Science Club – 4-5pm 
-  Homework Club – 4-5pm  

Thursday Clubs 
 Games for Year 7 and 8 – 9-11:30am 

 Games for Year 5 – 1:30-4pm 

 U10 A – F vs. Fulham Prep School (H) – 2:30pm 

 3H, 4E and 4H Parents’ Evening – 5-8pm  

-  Creative Writing – 4-5pm 
-  Debating – 4-5pm 
-  Drawing – 4-5pm 
-  Fencing – 4-6pm 
-  Football – 4-6pm 
-  Latin – Scholarship – 4-5pm 
-  Indoor Sports – 4-5pm 
-  Lego – 4-5pm 
-  Rock Climbing – 4-5pm 
-  Homework Club – 4-5pm  

Tuesday Clubs 

THURSDAY 

-  Morning Drawing – 7:45-8:20am 
-  Swimming – Upper School Swim Squad A&B — 

7:30-8:30am 
-  Elite Chess – 8-9am 
-  Code Club – Lower School – 4-5pm 
-  D&T / Engineering Club – 4-5pm 
-  Detectives – 4-5pm 
-  Fencing – 4-6pm 
-  Maths Games and Puzzles – 4-5pm 
-  Music Club – Theory and Musicianship 

— 4-5pm 
-  Reasoning – 4-5pm 
-  Rock Climbing – 4-5pm 
-  Swimming – Lower School Swim Squad 

— 4:15-5pm 
-  Homework Club – 4-5pm  

-  Morning Mental Maths – 7:45-8:20am 
-  Morning Running – 7:45-8:20am 
-  Wetherby Voices – 8-9am 
-  Art & Crafts – 4-5pm 
-  Chess – 4-5pm 
-  Cricket Academy – 4-5pm 
-  Fencing – 4-6pm 
-  Latin – Common Entrance – 4-5pm 
-  Robotics – 4-5pm 
-  Wetherby Choir – 4-5pm 
-  Homework Club – 4-5pm  

SUNDAY 

 Wetherby Creative Week 

 8V Scholarship Mock Exams 

 Staff Meeting – 8am 

 Swimming for Year 4 and 5A – 9am-12:30pm 

 Games for Year 6 – 1:30-4pm 

 Year 3 Art Trip to the British Museum – 9:30am 

 U11 A, B, C and E vs. Thomas’s Battersea (H) – 2:30pm 

 U11 D vs. Radnor House (H) – 2:30pm 

 Candlelit Dinner in the Pioneer Hall – 7pm   

 U11 Rugby Tour to Yorkshire Returns  

 8V Scholarship Mock Exams 

 VMT Pupil Concert – 8:15am 

 Games for Year 3 and 4 – 9-11:30am 

 Games for Year 7 and 8 – 1:30-4pm 

 U11 and U13 Wellington Rugby Festival (A) – all day 

 U12 St Edward’s Rugby Festival (A) – all day 

 U12 B and C vs. Arnold House (A) – 2:30pm 

 U13 B and C vs. Arnold House (H) – 2:30pm 



 

 

 

Much has been written and announced recently about Common Entrance and its apparent demise; the truth is that 
Common Entrance as a pass/fail exam has not really been the case over the last 10 years with such a miniscule num-
ber of children failing to make the grade at a particular school.  Common Entrance is a syllabus of work through Years 
6-8 with an exam at the end which, as far as we at Wetherby Prep are concerned, marks the end of their academic 
time at Prep School. Critics will say that the syllabus is too prescriptive and in places, does not offer appropriate chal-
lenge but I expect and witness our teaching staff making it creative, thought-provoking and equitably accessible, as 
well as conducting and producing excellent teaching and learning outcomes. Some schools now don’t require boys to 
sit Common Entrance, but we will still expect them to…as this leads into ‘Results Week’, one of the best weeks at the 
school with our Year 8 boys full of beans when they receive their highly sought-after certificates and grades with 
pride.   
 
Old friends visiting this week with Mrs Ellie Naylor (nee Martin) and Mr Nat Brawn stopping by today to reunite with 
staff and boys, and then Mr Snell coming here for an Alpha Plus meeting yesterday and just about managing to get to 
the meeting room whilst being surrounded by boys desperate to say ‘Hello’ and shake his hand or give him a high-
five. Familiar faces also with Mrs Barr who recognises lots of boys from Chepstow House and, of course, many staff 
will remember Mr Keighley-Elstub who was Deputy Head here before becoming Head of Pembridge Hall. Our boys 
always give visitors a warm welcome, having an amazing ability to charm and engage with anyone.  Those in Assem-
bly this morning will recall I read out this email from Jenny Stephen, Director of Schools for Alpha Plus who attended 
the meeting yesterday: 
 
“Thank you for hosting us all this afternoon.  I did also want to tell you that I met the most impressive, charming, kind 
boy today. I wish I knew his name as I could have nominated him for the Kindness Cup! The boys were streaming to 
go up the stairs. I let them pass, saying I was slow. This young man refused to move, stood back and said very politely 
that I was to go first and he would come after me. The stairs were steep and I apologised again for being slow and 
said I had had an accident and damaged my knee. He told me I shouldn’t worry and it was not far and he hoped I 
would be better soon. We chatted all the way up the stairs. Somehow he made me feel it was OK to be in pain and 
slow and I was not inconveniencing him at all- yet I knew I was. Divine!!” 
 
Well, we found him, it was Tito H (7L) – well done, that boy – divine indeed… 
 
And finally, calling all Mums for a date in your diaries below.  Please join us for ‘Mums’ Night Out on Wednesday 4th 
December at Union Bar in Paddington Basin.  Always a fun and glamourous event...no-one’s festive diary would be 
complete without it… 
 
Have a good weekend, 

 
 

Nick Baker 

 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
Christmas well and truly around the corner and after Marylebone High Street and Re-
gent Street switched on their Christmas lights this week, it is our turn this coming Mon-
day evening as the 2019 illuminations are revealed at the start of our Candlelit Dinner 
proceedings. We’ve gone big - literally, this year - and huge thanks to Elena Tsoka for 
organising such a spectacle, many months in advance. They will be a sight to behold 
so please stay tuned to our social media presence on Monday as well as visiting in 
person…particularly if I get a call from Portman Estate next week telling me to take 
them down! Mercifully, I’m told the National Grid are putting on extra staff to cope with 
the surge in electricity. 
 
Lots still to do before Christmas of course and one big thing to get out of the way this 
term, I’m sure all Year 6 boys and parents would agree, is the ISEB Common Pre-test 
sat this week. It’s not a perfect system by any stretch of the imagination and assessing 
children three years before they enter a school seems excessive when local authorities, 
universities and 11+ senior schools manage the process with just two terms prior to 
entry; it does, though, give a degree of commonality and by tracking CAT data almost 
exactly, you could argue that it is making prediction and expectation of outcome easier 
to manage.  We are also thankful that so many schools appreciate that having such an 
early process does not prevent a ‘late developer’ from coming on strong and winning a 
place at a later stage through a further assessment mechanism.   



 

 

 

Ms Russell’s 7M RS 

This week’s Citizen of the Week is 
Thompson H (8S).  Thompson took 
it upon himself to spontaneously tidy a 
locker area and repatriate a number of 
lost property items.  When a teacher 
passed and asked what he was doing 
he replied simply, “just cleaning up.”  
Well done, Thompson. 

This week’s Sportsman of the 
Week is Caspar V (4P).  Cas-
par has really taken to horse 
riding this term and is at one 
with the horses, oiling their 
hooves and treating them with 
respect and compassion—a 
natural horseman.  



 

 

Felix von S (6F) 

Last Friday, Felix started the hooraying for Claire, the lunch lady, on her 

final day at Wetherby. Claire was really touched by this. Suleman A  

Other notable ‘Acts of Kindness’ 
 

 James B (4H) 
 

In the Year 4 locker room on Monday, James B noticed Theo Q’s homework diary on the floor 
and picked this up and put it back in his locker so he wouldn’t be without it for the rest of the 
day. Lovely to see the boys being so supportive of one another!  
Mrs Furnell  

 

 Jasper F (6M) 
 

He is a courageous, compassionate and kind boy who left a game of football to look out for his 
two friends.  Anonymous  

 

 Jai M and Carlos O de C (4E) 
 

Unprompted, they make sure that all the other children have the correct equipment/resources for 
our Science lessons and help me monitor the neatness of the boys’ books. They like to help me 
manage my ‘Space News’ board in the corridor which is a fantastic help. Miss Lister  

 

 Jonah G (5A) 

On Wednesday before the Wetherby Voices concert, one of the boys had forgotten his shoes 

and Jonah Green kindly let him borrow his black shoes to wear on stage. This was such a big 

help and I really appreciated Jonah being so kind. Miss Orpwood  



 

 

 

School Council Meeting Minutes 
 
 

Date: Tuesday 12
th
 November 2019 

Time: 8:30am 
Attendance: School Council Representatives and PLT  
 
Issues/Ideas brought up during meeting and action plan: 
 

 Mr Baker’s Christmas Costume – Some ideas include; reindeer, Wetherby 
boy (with a Christmas edge), Christmas pudding, elf, bauble, Christmas Shrek, 
Christmas turkey, abominable snowman. 

 

 Christmas Gift – Wetherby woolly socks! Also boys are keen to wear the 
Christmas hats again for the final assembly. Freddie suggested having a differ-
ent style hat with a grey background and the Wetherby logo in red.   

 

 Raising environmental awareness – Some boys feel there could be a greater 
emphasis on raising awareness for environmental issues. For example, a week 
dedicated to this or where we have a ‘walking to school week’.  

 

 School lunch – Cheese left in the salad bar so boys can use it on the pasta or 
to make their own sandwiches. Also the boys love the ‘bang bang’ chicken at 
lunch and were wondering if they could have spring rolls with this too.  

 

 Wetherby Cook Off – Along with the ‘Bake Off’, could there be a Wetherby 
‘Cook Off’ where the Wetherby boys make a dish to bring in and have a compe-
tition between the forms?  

 

 Clubs – Some suggestions for possible clubs include; Entrepreneur Club, Sail-
ing Club, Comedy Club, Bowling Club. Also boys are quite keen to do an Indoor 
Football Club before school.  

 

 Christmas Competition – Some suggestions include; Art Competition or a 
front door Christmas competition.  

 
The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 19

th
 November at 8:30am in the 

Dining Room.   



 

 

House of Wetherby - Second Hand Uniform 
 
 

Mrs Greenwood writes… 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
There will be an opportunity to buy WPS second hand uniform on Wednesday 27th 
November, between 8 - 9am. 
 
This is a “drop-in” sale, being held in the House of Wetherby Room at No 48, rather 
than a big sale in Reception. 
 
It is envisaged that you or your boys will come armed with a request for a specific item 
which we will source for you. If at all possible, please bring cash.  
 
Any donations of unwanted or outgrown uniform can be dropped off next week. 
 
The next big sale will be on Wednesday 22nd January 2020 from 8:15am, when it will 
be possible to browse all items.  

Author Talk  
 
Miss Bidie writes… 
 
Year 5 Boys and Parents, 
 
Next Friday, 22

nd
 November, Ben Miller will be coming in to school to talk to Year 5 

about his new children’s book, The Boy Who Made the World Disappear. After the 
talk, there will be an opportunity to get a hardback copy of the book signed by the au-
thor! If you would like to purchase a copy of the book, please visit ParentPay where 
the details are all set up, or you may bring in £12 on the day to buy the book. 
 
More details about the book and the author can be found here:  
https://www.simonandschuster.co.uk/books/The-Boy-Who-Made-the-World-
Disappear/Ben-Miller/9781471172663 
 
If you have any questions, please let me know. 
 
I hope you are all looking forward to it!   

https://www.simonandschuster.co.uk/books/The-Boy-Who-Made-the-World-Disappear/Ben-Miller/9781471172663
https://www.simonandschuster.co.uk/books/The-Boy-Who-Made-the-World-Disappear/Ben-Miller/9781471172663


 

 

The Cricket Department writes... 

  

Dear Year 3 and 4 Parents,  

We are delighted to offer your son a chance to have a coaching session at The Oval 
indoor centre on either the 10

th
 January or 14

th
 February. Your son can do both but 

priority will be given to another boy if your son has already attended the first session. 
The boys will be transported down to the Oval at 4pm and we will return to school for 
7:30pm. The session will be led by Mr Billingham and Mr Evans as well as a coach 
from the Oval indoor centre. We only have 18 places available so it will be on a first 
come, first served basis.  

Please email Mr Billingham at tom.billingham@wetherbyprep.co.uk if you would like 
your son to attend. He will need hard ball kit if he has it, cricket whites, some water 
and a nut free snack. 

Mrs Tomsett-Rowe writes... 

 
 
Wetherby Production Announcement!  

 
JOSEPH 
 
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolour Dream Coat will be our Years 6 to 8 production 
this year. Announced in Assembly this morning, boys need to sign up on the sheets 
outside the Music Room. Miss Orpwood and I will audition the boys in the next week 
and then participation will be confirmed. Rehearsals will take place on a Friday after-
noon from January during the activity period. Therefore, if your son wants to be part of 
the production, please select this option when returning your activity information to 
Mrs Garvey. We very much look forward to working with the boys and putting on an 
awesome production.  

mailto:tom.billingham@wetherbyprep.co.uk


 

 

 
 Pupils who have answered correctly and therefore achieved greatness! 

Please remember to write your full name on the answer sheets.  

Oscar D  Taymour A  Laith A  Reno B  

Daniel A– C  Kyu D  Sam M  Junyi C  

Milan B  The Great Snail  The 5 B’s  Lucas N  

Sushi Master  Seb J  Jake G  Aditya D  

Luke T  James B  Skinny Beef Elias R  
+ Ziyang P  

& 

& 



 

 

1. Samuele B  Year 4  1 min 32 secs (WWR)  

2. Raahil U  Year 3  1 min 35 secs  

3. Zaym Z   Year 3 1 min 38 secs 

4. Oliver P  Year 5  1 min 40 secs 

5. Ezra W Year 5  1 min 51 secs  

6. Elias R   Year 5  1 min 58 secs  

 Max B  Year 5 1 min 58 secs 

7. Gleb I    Year 3 2 mins 

8. Alessandro A   Year 5  2 mins 10 secs  

9. Diego R  Year 5  2 mins 15 secs  

10. Jonah K  Year 5  2 mins 15 secs  

Mr Gascoine writes... 

 

Just the one movement this week, with Alessandro leap-frogging 
Diego into 8

th
 place. Jonah K has improved his time by 5 seconds, 

reinforcing his position at 10. Other great times were achieved by 
Ezra, Oliver and Max, but they couldn’t better their rapid times. 



 

 

 
 

“All I could see was a chocolate paradise. I called it 

Chocodise. I could hear chocolate bashing on the boat 

like a collapsing waterfall thrashing against a brick 

wall.” 

 

Carlo G, Year 4  

 

 

“There were bats as black as ink and foxes as orange as 

fire.” 

 

Theo J, Year 3  

 

 

“The bitter chill of coldness stabbed at Tom like the ven-

omous bite of a forest snake.”  

 

Reuben J, Year 7  

 

 

“The gentle breeze made the plants sway like they were 

dancing at a party.” 

 

Theo S, Year 4 

 

 

“The greenery fades like confidence and the buzz of bees 

receded into the depths of the eternal forest.” 

 

Elliot C, Year 8 

 

 



 

 

Miss Hood writes… 

 

3H are currently learning about man-made rocks. They took on the role of a 
builder during their science lesson to make their own concrete blocks. Working 
with cement can be quite dangerous, but the boys were super mature and sensi-
ble during the experiment. Well done, 3H! 
 

 



 

 

Football Term  
 
 
 
U10 A – D vs. The Hall 
 
The U10s recorded 2 wins and 1 draw from their 4 matches. The highlight being a 6-0 
win for the D team.  
Man of the match A’s: Harrison B 
B’s: James A 
C’s: Timothee C 
D’s: William D 
 

U11 A - H vs. Arnold House and Fulham Prep 
 
The U11s picked up 1 win from their 8 matches on a tough afternoon of fixtures against 
Arnold House and Fulham Prep.  
Man of the match A’s: John C 
B’s: Afonso de L 
C’s: Alexander S 
D’s: Michael A 
E’s: Alfie A 
F’s: Raffi P 
G’s: Max C 
H’s: Laith A 
 

U9 A – G vs. Fulham Prep 
 
The U9s picked up 5 wins and 1 draw from 8 matches against Fulham Prep. The high-
light being an outstanding 4-0 victory for the D team.  
Man of the match A’s: Dimitri C 
B’s: Oliver M 
C’s: Bobby B  
D’s: Jonas O 
E’s: Nicolas V 
F’s: Jai M 
G’s: Ben B 

 

U8s vs. St Stephens 
 
The U8s suffered a 3-1 vs St Stephen’s.  
Man of the Match: Elliot S 
 

U12 A - D vs. Fulham Prep 
 
The U12s had a great afternoon of fixtures picking up just 3 wins from 3 matches 
against North Bridge House. The highlight being a 5-1 win for the B team.   
Man of the Match A’s: Sebastian B 
B’s: Tomaso G 
C’s: Luca P 

 

 



 

 

U13 A – C vs. North Bridge House 
 
The U13s came away with 3 wins from 3 against North Bridge House. The highlight 
being a 6-0 win for the C team. 
Man of the match A’s: Max C-B 
B’s: Kilian S 
C’s: Luke A 
 

U9s Royal Russell Tournament 
 
The U9s had a good day of football on Saturday picking up 3 wins and 3 draws from 
their 8 matches in the tournament.  
Player of the Tournament: Carlos O de C 
 

U10s Knightsbridge Tournament 
 
The U10s had a very successful trip to the Knightsbridge football tournament on 
Tuesday. The team came away as overall winners, winning 6 out of 6 matches, scor-
ing 9 goals and conceding 0 throughout the tournament, a great achievement.  
Player of the Tournament: Ari S 
 

Finally, congratulations to Sam M for passing his professional level 
passport! 
 



 

 

Miss Hood writes… 

 

The boys got stuck in (pardon the ‘mud’ pun!) to another outdoor learning session at 
Hampstead Heath on Thursday. Starting with a game of Earth Ball and then taking on 
the role of an astronaut to try and get their team’s “rocket” to fly all the way from Earth 
to the Moon! Team ‘Fire Rockets’ showed great teamwork and resilience, resulting in 
four rockets flying successfully into outer space! We rounded the session off by adding 
new features to the boys’ den that they build during our first session – it now features a 
fire pit! An extremely muddy and extremely exciting afternoon had by all. 



 

 

Miss Kroiter writes… 

 
 
The Great ‘Wetherby’ Bake Off 28

th
 November! 

 

Another little reminder boys about The Great Wetherby Bake Off. The competi-
tion will be held on 28

th
 November. Boys are welcome to make a cake of any 

type (no nuts)  and the theme for 2019 is ‘Christmas’. 
 
Parents, if you would like your son to participate then please email me by 
Friday 22

nd
 November so we can register you 

 
deborah.kroiter@wetherbyprep.co.uk 
 
 
 
 

Rwanda Aid Christmas Goodies 
 
Handmade Christmas cards, gift tags and gift cards will be on sale next week at 
reception for Rwanda Aid. These gorgeous gift goodies have been carefully 
created by Rwanda Aid’s craft lady Alexienne. Below is a photo of her holding 
an angel and it is made with the fibres stripped out from inside the cactus type 
leaf that she is holding,  which she has to boil first. 
 
We only have a limited amount as they have been shipped all the way from 
Rwanda so be quick if you want to purchase some of these special Christmas 
items. There will be a pricelist at reception and cost between £1 - £5 per item. 
 

 

mailto:Deborah.kroiter@wetherbyprep.co.uk


 

 

Louis V-S (4S) won a Silver medal in the Elite Epee U9s 

Fencing Championships in Birmingham.  

 
Well done, Louis! 
 



 

 

Weekly Housepoint Totals 

Highest Housepoint Earners by Form Class 

 
Highest Housepoint Earner for the Week 

Oliver B – 41  

Yearly Housepoint Totals 

Lower School 

3H Raahil U 

4E Kian D 

4H Maximilian van der K 

4P Zachary N 

4S Theodore S 

5A Oliver B 

5K Alexandre D 

5O Ansel G 

5T Ali E 

Upper School 

6A Oscar L 

  Nima H 

6C Elendu U 

6F Lucas W 

6M Taymour A 

7B Aditya D 

7L Michele A 

7M Leonardo B 

8B Gregory G 

8G Jonathan C 

8S Michael K 

8V Nadhmi A 

First Place Second Place Third Place Fourth Place 

Pembridge 
Captain G. Granovski 

Dawson 
Captain B. Govindan 

Westbourne 
Captain M. Papasavvas 

Chepstow 
Captain A. Pesendorfer 

567 488 423 417 

First Place Second Place Third Place Fourth Place 

Pembridge 
Captain G. Granovski 

Dawson 
Captain B. Govindan 

Chepstow 
Captain A. Pesendorfer 

Westbourne 
Captain M. Papasavvas 

4,936 4,812 4,268 4,078 



 

 

First Place Second Place Third Place 

Form 5A 
290 

Form 4P 
146 

Form 6F 
143 



 

 

 



 

 

 

PTA Christmas wreath making. Ready for Monday to be sold! 



 

 

www.wetherbyprep.co.uk 
 

https://sites.google.com/wetherbyprepstudents.co.uk/clubsinformation/home 

 

http://www.wetherbyprep.co.uk
https://sites.google.com/wetherbyprepstudents.co.uk/clubsinformation/home

