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WEEK 12: 2nd December — 8th December 2019 

MONDAY 

TUESDAY 

WEDNESDAY 

FRIDAY 

 Staff Meeting – 8am 

 Whole School Assembly at Church of the Annunciation – 
8:30am 
THIS EVENT WILL BE STREAMED LIVE ON INSTAGRAM 

 Games for Year 5 – 9:15-11:45am 

 Year 3 RS Talk at the Church of the Annunciation – 
9:15am  

 

 

Friday Clubs 

Monday Clubs 

SATURDAY 

-  Whole School Clubs – 2:15-4pm  

 

 
Wednesday Clubs 

-  Morning Mental Maths – 7:45-8:20 
-  Rowing – 7:15-9am 
-  Running – 7:45-8:45am 
-  Swimming – School Swim Squad 

— 7:30-8:30am 
-  Bowed Strings – 4-5pm 
-  Chess – 4-5pm 
-  Code Club – Upper School – 4-5pm 
-  Drawing Club – Upper School – 4-5pm 
-  Fencing – 4-6pm 
-  Maths Revision – 4-5pm 
-  Science Club – 4-5pm 
-  Homework Club – 4-5pm  

Thursday Clubs 
 Outdoor Learning for Year 3 – 9am-3:30pm 

 4P Nativity Performance for Parents – 10:45am-12pm 

 4S Nativity performance for Parents – 1:45-3pm 

 Games for Year 7 and 8 – 9-11:30am 

 Games for Year 5 – 1:30-4pm 

 U10 A – D vs. Thomas’s Fulham (A) – 2:30pm 

 U10 E – H Triangular vs. Newland House (A) – 2:30pm  

-  Creative Writing – 4-5pm 
-  Debating – 4-5pm 
-  Drawing – 4-5pm 
-  Fencing – 4-6pm 
-  Football – 4-6pm 
-  Latin – Scholarship – 4-5pm 
-  Indoor Sports – 4-5pm 
-  Lego – 4-5pm 
-  Rock Climbing – 4-5pm 
-  Homework Club – 4-5pm  

Tuesday Clubs 

THURSDAY 

-  Morning Drawing – 7:45-8:20am 
-  Swimming – Upper School Swim Squad A&B — 

7:30-8:30am 
-  Elite Chess – 8-9am 
-  Code Club – Lower School – 4-5pm 
-  D&T / Engineering Club – 4-5pm 
-  Detectives – 4-5pm 
-  Fencing – 4-6pm 
-  Maths Games and Puzzles – 4-5pm 
-  Music Club – Theory and Musicianship 

— 4-5pm 
-  Reasoning – 4-5pm 
-  Rock Climbing – 4-5pm 
-  Swimming – Lower School Swim Squad 

— 4:15-5pm 
-  Homework Club – 4-5pm  

-  Morning Mental Maths – 7:45-8:20am 
-  Morning Running – 7:45-8:20am 
-  Wetherby Voices – 8-9am 
-  Art & Crafts – 4-5pm 
-  Chess – 4-5pm 
-  Cricket Academy – 4-5pm 
-  Fencing – 4-6pm 
-  Latin – Common Entrance – 4-5pm 
-  Robotics – 4-5pm 
-  Wetherby Choir – 4-5pm 
-  Homework Club – 4-5pm  

SUNDAY 

 

 Games for Year 3 and 4 – 9-11:30am 

 4E Nativity Performance for Parents – 10:45am-12pm 

 4H Nativity Performance for Parents – 1:45-3pm 

 Games for Year 7 and 8 – 1:30-4pm 

 U13 B and E vs. Newland House (A) – 2:30pm 

 U13 A, C, D vs. King’s House School (H) – 2:30pm 

 U12 A – C vs. King’s House School (A) – 2:30pm 

 Carols at Montagu Square – 6pm 

 Mums’ Night Out at the Union, Paddington – 7pm 

 

 Year 3 Breakfast Concert – 8:45am 

 Swimming for 5K, 5O and 5T – 9-11am 

 Games for Year 6 – 9-11:30am 

 Games for Year 3 and 4 – 1:30-4pm 

 U9 A – D vs. Thomas’s Clapham (A) – 2:30pm 

 U9 E – H Quadrangular vs. The Mall, Falcons, Hampton 
Prep (H) – 2:30pm 

 Year 5 Judaism Talk – 2:30pm 

 Concert for the Wounded Veterans, St Columba’s Church – 
Chamber Choir – 6pm  

 Staff Meeting – 8am 

 Swimming for Year 3, 4 and 5A – 9am-12:30pm 

 Games for Year 6 – 1:30-4pm 

 U11 E – H Triangular The Mall, Falcons @ The Mall (A) 
– 2:30pm 

 U11 A – D vs. Thomas’s Clapham (H) – 2:30pm 

 5O and 5T Parents’ Evening – 5-8pm 



 

 

 

Mr Nick Morrison will become Head of Years 7 and 8.    
 
Mr Christopher Thorne will become Head of Year 6.   
 
Miss Deborah Kroiter will become Head of Year 5.   
 
Mrs Rebecca Le Clanche will become Head of Years 3 and 4 
 
As Chris is currently Form Tutor to a Year 5 form, he will relinquish this responsibility after Christmas 
with Miss Jenny Lister becoming Form Tutor to the rebranded ‘5L’.  Nick and Deborah will remain with 
their current forms until the end of the academic year but from September 2020, all Heads of Year will 
‘float’, oversee and line-manage the forms and form teachers within their year groups.  I am sure you 
will agree that this is a pragmatic and worthwhile addition to the personal, social and emotional devel-
opment of all the boys. 
 
In addition to these roles, Miss Jenny Lister will become Acting Head of Inclusion, responsible for all 
areas of praise and reward, school council and all of our house-point related initiatives.  Mr Rob Dean, 
as you will already know, will be taking over the clubs programme as Acting Head of Co-Curricular.   As 
with all of our staff, this is a very dialogic school and feel free to contact any of our staff at any time 
over any issue.  Hopefully, with this staffing evolution, our communication and service to you and the 
boys will be enhanced yet further. 
 
With essential building work at the Church this week, it was great fun to perform a ‘virtual assembly’ 
this morning.  Although this was out of necessity, the atmosphere in the building was brilliant and as a 
staff we have agreed to maybe have one ‘virtual’ a term.  By using the Microsoft ‘Teams’ app, I could 
broadcast to and link in to all classes in the school and it was hilarious to witness the cheers and enthu-
siasm first hand.  We think we can use this and go a stage further, utilising the technology and linking 
the reactions to the main feed…a bit like going around the various cities in the UK on New Year’s 
Eve…well, sort of…  
 
It also gave the staff a first-hand experience of what it is like to win an award from a boy’s point of view, 
something we don’t hear when together as a 500-strong congregation in the Church. This great mo-
ment overheard from one of the boys this morning: 
 
“Every week in assembly I think to myself: please be me, please be me, and today it was me, and I 
thought, ‘Yesssss!’” 
 
Have a good weekend, 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Nick Baker 

Dear Parents, 
 
As many of you will have noted, Mrs Furnell and Mrs Garvey have become 
more and more pregnant as the term has progressed and are due to give 
birth in the New Year.  As much as we wish them well and know they will 
make excellent mothers, it does create a significant hole is our management 
provision here.  We of course need to cover their duties and responsibilities 
whilst they are on Maternity Leave but it also gives us the opportunity to re-
view our pastoral supervision as a whole.  Now with year groups of 80 in 
Years 4, 5 and 6, we have identified a need for an extra level of pastoral sup-
port; presently, support moves from Form Teacher straight to Deputy Head 
with no intermediate step.  We have, therefore, created the four Heads of 
Year (all from our existing staff community) below who will start officially in 
their new roles from January.  Their principle responsibility is the pastoral 
care of the boys in the year group but also involves specific responsibilities to 
that particular year group:  post Common Entrance programme in Year 8, 
assistance with writing ICAS references in Year 6, induction to the school in 
Years 3 and 4 etc. 



 

 

 

Miss Hood’s 3H 

This week’s Citizen of the Week is 
Zachary N in 4P.  Zachary is always 
keen to get things right and be in the 
right place at the right time.  This com-
mitment to perfect behaviour is much 
admired by all staff!  Well done, Zach-
ary! 

This week’s Sportsman of the Week 
is Elendu U in 6C.  Elendu per-
formed magnificently in last Satur-
day’s rugby tour fixtures with strong 
running, committed tackling and ex-
cellent sportsmanship.  Well done, 
Elendu! 



 

 

Michele A (7L) 

I would like to nominate Michele for helping me 

look for my oyster card. This was very thoughtful 

of him. Thomas D  

Other notable ‘Acts of Kindness’ 
 
 

 Bobby B and Isri P (4H) 
 

When they heard that Thomas D’s Oyster Card was missing, they took it upon themselves to 
search lost property and the entire basement looking for it. They said they were really sad that he 
had lost it and will continue to search for it. Really lovely, especially considering it is an older boy 
they do not know. Miss Lister  

 
 

 Sami K (7M) 

When Sami was in 4P for the paired reading session, Sami was wonderful in listening and asking 

questions to Caspar V. He was encouraging him and giving lots of praise which was excellent. 

Sami then recognised Caspar as being the boy who won Sportsman of the Week for horse riding 

and said how proud he was of Caspar. Well done, Sami! Miss Lister 



 

 

 
 Matthias C (4S) 
 

I have been so impressed with Matthias helping to reunite boys with their possessions this week. 
On Tuesday, he found a number of Pokémon cards on the floor, immediately picked them up and 
asked around the bus room if they belonged to anyone. Again, on Thursday this week, he found an 
item of lost property and helped to return this to the boys. Great attitude, Matthias! Mrs Furnell  

 
 

 Jake M (6M) 
 

I would like to nominate Jake for giving me £1 for the bake sale as he overheard me saying ‘I like 
that cake’ and I didn’t have any money on me. Thank you, Jake! Sacha A  

 
 

 William S (4H) 
 

I was at the Inter-house Football tournament this week and I had a little tap on the arm and a 
"Miss..."; It was William Shea. "Miss…Kian played really well today." 
 
I wish to commend William for his politeness in addressing me, but what enormity of spirit to com-
mend a fellow player on the field, who was not even on his own team! Mrs Davis (Kian’s mother)  

 
 

 Anonymous (at first—now identified as Alexander C-B!) 
 

I just wanted to tell you about an amazing child I met last Friday when I came to make some Christ-
mas wreaths. Midway through, I needed the rest room and I came out of the Pioneer Hall with an-
other mum who told me which way to go. As I started towards the stairs, there was a boy on the 
flight of stairs going up (I don’t know his name but he had brown hair).  
 
When I looked up, saw him and smiled, he said “are you going to the toilet?” I said “yes” then he 
came down a bit and told me where to go. He said “there’s a boy standing over there and that’s 
where you go.” 
 
I thanked him and went off. When I came back and glanced up, there he was standing and waiting 
for me to come back! He asked, “was everything okay? Did you find the toilet? I just wanted to 
check you did!” I said “yes and thank you very much!” Then he turned and went away. 
This was such a great act of kindness to actually wait for me to come back. My heart was full of the 

kindness this lovely boy showed me and to me as I was making the wreaths, it was the true spirit of 

Wetherby Christmas!! Festive and kind!! Ms Gullapalli (Zehen’s mother)  



 

 

 

School Council Meeting Minutes 
 
 

Date: Tuesday 26th November 2019 
Time: 8:30am 
Attendance: School Council Representatives and PLT  
 
 
Issues/Ideas brought up during meeting and action plan: 
 
 Mr Baker’s Christmas Costume: School Council have voted on a 

Christmas costume idea, however, this will be revealed at the final Fri-
day assembly… 

 
 End of term prize for the form who have the highest housepoints – 

Representatives to encourage their forms to make suggestions.  
 
 Cartoon Club: Suggestion that Cartoon Club do a comic strip for 

the Wetherbuzz.  
 
 Better vegetarian options: Maybe have a meat-free day every week/

month/term to be more environmentally friendly.  
 
 
 Make your own lunch day: Similar to make your own sandwich but 

with a variety of different food types. 
 
 Children to teach other children: A great suggestion for children 

planning lessons for others. This may not always be older boys teaching 
younger boys.  

 
 
 Structure of school day: Discussion around length/amount of les-

sons in the school day. Representatives to ask their forms about their 
views.  

 
 Year 7 and 8 boys having an Author/Actor visit: Boys to research 

an author/actor who could visit school.  
 
 

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 3rd December at 8:30am in 
the Dining Room.   



 

 

 
 

Her eyes started flickering like fireflies in the night. 

 

- Charles P, Year 6 

 

 

 

The clouds were porcelain white as they radiated the blue 

sky. 

 

- Raahil U, Year 3  

 

 

Ferociously, the Liverpool footballer swung his foot and 

hit the ball with so much force that it broke the net of the 

goal.  

 

- Alexander D, Year 4 

 

 

Living in these terrible trenches, I can taste the hatred 

and deceit in the air.  

 

– Oliver P, Year 5 

 

 

The rain’s shots pierced the skin of the sea like gunfire 

from the heavens.  

 

- Henry C, Year 7 



 

 

Miss Bidie writes… 

 

Author Talk - Ben Miller 

 

Thank you to Ben Miller for coming in to talk to Year 5 last Friday! The boys had a 
great time hearing the author discuss his ideas and inspiration for his novels and got 
to see behind the scenes of the composition process, including pre-publication illus-
trations! It was a brilliant interactive session, the boys asked some wonderful ques-
tions and some who bought the book enjoyed it so much that they started and fin-
ished it in a weekend!  
 
If you would also like to buy a copy of The Boy Who Made the World Disappear but 
want to know a bit more about it, the information is here:  
https://pgbb.co.uk/products/the-boy-who-made-the-world-disappear-hardback-1st-

edition-signed-by-ben-miller  

 

https://pgbb.co.uk/products/the-boy-who-made-the-world-disappear-hardback-1st-edition-signed-by-ben-miller
https://pgbb.co.uk/products/the-boy-who-made-the-world-disappear-hardback-1st-edition-signed-by-ben-miller


 

 

 
 Pupils who have answered correctly and therefore achieved greatness! 

Oscar D  Taymour A  

Laith A  Ben G  

The Dumpling King The Winning Snail 

The 3 B’s  Lucas N  

Skinny Beef  Ludo R  

Philip M  The Burrito-Pug  

Thomas D  Leonardo B  

Sam M  Sushi Master  

Salty Seasoned Beef  Fire  

Fire (part two)  Joshua A  

Elliot C  Jake G  

Rishaan  
U 

Zehen S  

Please remember to write your full name on the answer sheets.  

James B Ziyang P  

Adam I  Sushi Master 

The Birthday Boy  



 

 

Mr Niccoli writes… 

 
Wetherby vs. The Hall 
 
 
We had 27 children playing vs. The Hall school. I think this is our biggest ever team event 
vs. another school so it was great to see the boys in action.  
 
We had three Year 3's and twenty four Year 4's and for all of them it was their first time 
playing for the school chess team. We lost the match unfortunately but most of the children 
have only done less than a terms chess at WPS. It was more about giving the less experi-
enced chess club members a chance to play than anything else.  
 
The boys were in good spirits and we look forward to the rematch!  
 
Thanks also to Mr Gascoine for helping on the day.  

National Schools Chess Championship 
 
 
Our Under 19 team played on 27th November at Twickenham Prep school in our second 
fixture of the National Schools Chess Championship. I am pleased to say we won 6-0 and 
so we have progressed to the regional stages of the competition!  
 

Nadhmi 

Taymour 

Laith 

Iskander 

Alexander 



 

 

 

Miss Lister writes… 
 

Year 4 Animal Hearing Projects 
 
I had set a project homework for the Year 4 children to research an animal with inter-
esting hearing techniques. I have been blown away with what the children have been 
bringing in; I have learned so many new facts myself! Please see just some of the ex-
amples in the photographs below. The effort and enthusiasm shown rivals that of a zo-
ologist. Well done, Year 4!   
 

Also a reminder that I am doing Space Club, Episode II Attack of the Santas, on Mon-
day 16

th
 December. Please see the school website link to find out more information.  

Email me at jenny.lister@wetherbyprep.co.uk to register your son.  



 

 

Mrs Callaghan writes… 
 
 

WETHERBY MOCK ELECTION 
 
The boys in Friday Debating Club have been learning to use British Parliamentary 
Debating style to thrash out a variety of motions from: This House Believes Cars 
Should Be Banned in City Centres to This House Believes TV is Better than Books. 
The passion and enthusiasm shown by the boys has impressed Mrs Callaghan so 
much that when the announcement was made for a General Election she suggested 
we have our own Wetherby Mock Election.  
 
The boys have risen to this challenge with gusto and have worked incredibly hard 
over the last three weeks to form political parties and create manifestos based on the 
issues which are most pertinent to them. The boys will be campaigning for your votes 
next week and will be visiting classes during form time.   
 
A hustings will be held next Friday afternoon which will allow boys to use their skills 
of oration to win your vote. 
 
Good luck to all three parties!  

The Progressive Party 



 

 

The Green Tree Party 

Optimus Party 



 

 

Miss Kroiter writes… 

 
Wetherby Bake Off 
 
Wow boys! That was an incredible effort. We were totally blown away by your high levels 
of enthusiasm and some of the carefully crafted and inventive cakes that came in. Your 
different takes on the ‘Festive’ theme were quite spectacular and it made the cakes very 
difficult to judge. We had more than double the amount of cakes compared to previous 
years, almost 70 of you registered!  
 
Our celebrity judges, Fay Maschler and Jackson Boxer, were extremely impressed by your 
talents and loved tasting the different cakes. It was lovely for each boy to be able to cast a 
vote for their favourite cakes and these results were taken into account when picking the 
eventual winners. We raised an amazing £1612.44 which is the most a Bake Off has 
raised to date – well done, boys! Our school charities will be thrilled.  
 
Huge congratulations to all of the boys who submitted a cake and please find below the 
winners.  
 
BEST TASTING CAKE: 
1st Redmond M and Lucas P 5T 
2nd Arlo N R 5T 
3rd Nicholas O 6C 
 
BEST TAKE ON THEME:  
1st Tobia P B 5T 
2nd Jack J 6A 
3rd William D and Alexander W 5T 
 
EFFORT: 
1st Alex S 6F 
2nd Rory M 8V 
3rd Beckett W 7B 
 
Finally, parents, please collect your Tupperware, cake holders and plastic contain-

ers from school by Tuesday  

 



 

 

 



 

 

Christmas Jumper Day 
 
This term the School Council asked for a Christmas Jumper day and so I am excited to 
announce that this will be on 12

th
 December, to coincide with Chef Pete’s fabulous 

Christmas lunch. 
 
I can’t wait to see all your fabulous knitwear.  
 
Donations will be made towards our school charities – please hand these into your 
form tutors asap (minimum of £1). 



 

 

Mr Bayes writes… 
 

 
Christmas Holiday Clubs 2019 
 
 
The Christmas Holiday Clubs have been finalised and are ready to go! 
 
Please visit the Wetherby Prep Holiday Clubs website. 
 
https://sites.google.com/wetherbyprepstudents.co.uk/clubsinformation/home 
 
 
 
 

Active clubs: 
 

Football Camp – Games Department 

Adventure Camp – Mr Bayes 

Space Camp – Miss Lister  

Painting Workshop – Miss Kirby 

 

https://sites.google.com/wetherbyprepstudents.co.uk/clubsinformation/home


 

 

Weekly Housepoint Totals 

Highest Housepoint Earners by Form Class 

 
Highest Housepoint Earner for the Week 

Nicholas O – 38  

Yearly Housepoint Totals 

Lower School 

3H Philip M 

4E Carlos O de C 

4H Alexander T-W 

4P Justin W 

4S Louis V-S 

5A Ziyang P 

  James A 

5K Rolof van H 

5O Thomas C 

5T Bear S 

Upper School 

6A Raffi P 

  Nima H 

6C Nicholas O 

6F Suleman A 

6M Yousif Al-S 

7B Aditya D 

7L Thomas D 

7M Leonardo B 

8B Adam K 

8G Armaan M 

8S Oliver B 

8V Sebastian J 

First Place Second Place Third Place Fourth Place 

Pembridge 
Captain G. Granovski 

Chepstow 
Captain A. Pesendorfer 

Dawson 
Captain B. Govindan 

Westbourne 
Captain M. Papasavvas 

527 502 493 319 

First Place Second Place Third Place Fourth Place 

Pembridge 
Captain G. Granovski 

Dawson 
Captain B. Govindan 

Chepstow 
Captain A. Pesendorfer 

Westbourne 
Captain M. Papasavvas 

6,151 5,919 5,285 4,929 



 

 

First Place Second Place Third Place 

Form 4P 
186 

Form 5O 
174 

Form 5K 
163 



 

 

Form Reading Buddy TakeOver 



 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

www.wetherbyprep.co.uk 
 

https://sites.google.com/wetherbyprepstudents.co.uk/clubsinformation/home 

Christmas ready! 

http://www.wetherbyprep.co.uk
https://sites.google.com/wetherbyprepstudents.co.uk/clubsinformation/home

