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WEEK 16: Monday 20th — Sunday 26th January 2020
MONDAY







Monday Clubs

Staff Meeting – 8am
Swimming for Year 3, 4 and 5A – 9am-12:30pm
Games for Year 6 – 1:30-4pm
U11 A, C, D vs. The Hall (H) – 2:30pm
U11 B, E, F vs. Surbiton High (A) – 2:30pm

-

TUESDAY










Year 7 & 8 Exams – all day
Swimming for 5K, 5O and 5T – 9-11am
Games for Year 6 – 9-11:30am
Games for Year 3 and 4 – 1:30-4pm
U9 A, C, E, G, H, I vs. Arnold House (A) – 2:30pm
U9 B, D, F vs. Orchard House (H) – 2:30pm
U8 vs. Chepstow House (H) – 2:30pm
6A & 6C Parents’ Evening – 5-8pm

Tuesday Clubs
-

WEDNESDAY

 Year 7 & 8 Exams – all day
 Breakfast Concert for Years 3-5 – 8:15am
 House of Wetherby, Second Hand Uniform Sale






– 8:15am
Games for Year 3 and 4 – 9-11:30am
Games for Year 7 and 8 – 1:30-4pm
U12 A, C vs. Thomas’s Battersea (A) – 2:30pm
U13 A vs. Arnold House (H) – 2:30pm
U12 B vs. Arnold House (A) – 2:30pm

THURSDAY








Year 7 & 8 Exams – all day
PTA Meeting in the Dining Room - 10am
Year 3 Outdoor Learning – 11am-2:45pm
Games for Year 7 and 8 – 9-11:30am
Games for Year 5 – 1:30-4pm
U10 A, C, E, G, H, I vs. North Bridge House (A) –
2:30pm
 U10 B, D, F vs. Surbiton High (H) – 2:30pm
 6F & 6M Parents’ Evening – 5-8pm
 Year 6 Assessment at Wellington College – all
day
FRIDAY





Year 7 & 8 Exams – all day
Staff Meeting – 8am
Whole School Assembly at the Church of the
Annunciation – 8:30am
THIS EVENT WILL BE STREAMED LIVE ON INSTAGRAM




Games for Year 5 – 9:15-11:45
U11 Pre-Season Cricket Training – 5-7pm

SATURDAY

Tour Choir – 4-5pm
Creative Writing – 4-5pm
Debating – 4-5pm
Drawing – 4-5pm
Football – 4-6pm
Latin – Scholarship – 4-5pm
Indoor Sports – 4-5pm
Lego – 4-5pm
Rock Climbing – 4-5pm
Homework Club – 4-5pm
Fencing – 5-6pm

Morning Mental Maths – 7:45-8:20am
Morning Running – 7:45-8:20am
Wetherby Voices – 8-9am
Chess – 4-5pm
Cricket Academy – 4-5pm
Fencing – 4-6pm
Latin – Common Entrance – 4-5pm
Robotics – 4-5pm
Wetherby Choir – 4-5pm
Homework Club – 4-5pm

Wednesday Clubs
- Swimming – Upper School Swim Squad A&B —
7:30-8:30am
- Elite Chess – 8-9am
- Code Club – Lower School – 4-5pm
- D&T / Engineering Club – 4-5pm
- Fencing – 4-6pm
- Music Club – Theory and Musicianship
— 4-5pm
- Reasoning – 4-5pm
- Rock Band – 4-5pm
- Table Tennis – 4-5pm
- Rock Climbing – 4-5pm
- Swimming – Lower School Swim Squad
— 4:15-5pm
- Homework Club – 4-5pm

Thursday Clubs
-

Morning Drawing – 7:45-8:20
Morning Mental Maths – 7:45-8:20
Rowing – 7:15-9am
Swimming – School Swim Squad
— 7:30-8:30am
Morning Guitar Club – 8:00-8:30am
Chess – 4-5pm
Code Club – Upper School – 4-5pm
Drawing Club – Upper School – 4-5pm
Fencing – 4-6pm
Maths Revision – 4-5pm
Science Club – 4-5pm
Science Club – 4-5pm
String Orchestra – 4-5pm
Homework Club – 4-5pm

Friday Clubs
- Whole School Clubs – 2:15-4pm

SUNDAY

Dear Parents,
Day off for our boys on Monday but busy day for the school as we
welcomed over 200 to our 7+ and 8+ assessment. We never forget
what a tough experience it must be for a 6, 7 and 8 year old going off
to a strange school, with strange staff, to sit an exam and we always
try and make it as welcoming and stress-free as we possibly can. I
am also conscious that it is a ‘day off’ teaching our current cohort
which isn’t ideal particularly when we have just returned from a three
week break. There are a few ways around it: do it on the day before
the boys come to school, do it on the weekend, do it over a period of
days, but all these encounter problems with other school’s assessment days. One thing that we could do is keep the Monday as the
assessment day for the external candidates, make it a normal day for
our boys and then ask all the Wetherby School and Wetherby Kensington boys to sit the assessment at their own schools. We could do
this with the only downside being that the Wetherby pre-prep boys do
not have the experience of coming to the school to take the test…
though some will obviously not see this as a downside at all! Once
the dust has settled on this assessment season, I will discuss with
Mark Snell and Helen Milnes as to what we do in the future as I do
appreciate the timing of the day off is inconvenient for many families.
New for this term has been the implementation of the ‘Heads of Year’. This is a new, additional provision for the pastoral side of the school and even though we are only two weeks in,
it has clearly been an immensely beneficial change. The ‘Head of Year’ oversees the forms
in his or her year, taking particular interest in the boys’ behaviour, well-being and pastoral
and academic development. Already we have had ‘Year Assemblies’ and it is evident in our
informal and formal conversations between staff, that each ‘HoY’ is championing their particular year group and the lines of communication about the boys have been improved. Ask
your son who his ‘Head of Year’ is – I am sure he already knows!
Another thing I want to really get on top of this year – my ‘New Year’s Resolution’, if you like
- is to improve the boys’ responsibility for their own possessions. This school, with its one
building, should have no lost property issues, yet the lost property bin seems to attract such
a wide array of items on a daily basis. If we were to have a mass game of hide-and-seek in
this school one day – we won’t, boys, don’t get excited – the best place to hide would be in
the lost property bin as one could hide, completely unnoticed amongst any number of blazers, hoodies and jumpers. For the past two weeks, Hal, the gap students (all of whom are
past pupils and know how the school works) and I have swept the school at the end of each
day and brought anything named to my office. The boys are then told to come and collect
the items during registration. One boy, who this week came into my office having been told
by his form teacher to come and collect his lost property, entered with a quizzical look. “I
haven’t lost anything Mr Baker” as I held out a hoodie with his name on. “That can’t be mine,
I’m wearing it” came the response…before we checked the name tag of the one he was
wearing which named another boy in a different year group! The boys do need a hand with
their own personal organisation and trust me, they do get better, much better, with age, but
we do need to help them to help themselves.
Thank you for the positive feedback to Skool Daze and HMGS to Zehen S’s dad who correctly identified the graphic as from the ZX Spectrum game ‘Skool Daze’ circa 1984 which I
loved to play as a boy and influenced so many games these days, 35 years later. This week,
it is the turn of Jude…and there are some terrific pictures accompanied – enjoy!
Have a good weekend.

Nick Baker

This week’s Citizen of the Week is
Ali A in 8G. Ali has been an absolute superstar in his Drama and
Games lessons since the start of
the year and has really thrown himself into the creative and physical
side of the School. Well done, Ali!

This week’s Sportsman of the Week
is Carlos O de C. Though only in
Year 4, Carlos has us all excited
about his impressive ability in rugby. Very much a rising Wetherby
Prep star of the future!

Miss Tomsett-Rowe’s Rock Band Club

Jack G 7M
All Teachers have commented at how respectful and kind Jack is, no matter the lesson. Miss Lister has found him to be such a helpful member of
Space Club, looking after the younger boys very well. Mrs Jenne says that
in PSHE lessons, Jack listens superbly to others and always contributes to
class discussions.
Miss Lister and Mrs Jenne

Other notable ‘Acts of Kindness’


Hirofumi Z 5A
Hiro always lets me play football with him and never leaves me out - thank you! William D, 5L



Oscar R 8G
Yesterday, when it was raining really heavily, Oscar let me use his umbrella which was very kind of
him. George Y, 5L



William F 4P
He took it upon himself to turn over all the blazers that had been left on the ground when it started
to rain during break today. A really nice thing to do. Mrs Le Clanche

New baby has joined the Wetherby family!
Baby Garvey was born at 9:30am on 16th January. She was 7lbs 8oz.
Mrs Garvey and her husband are over the moon that she’s finally here!

Dr Lee writes…

Australian Bushfires and Lamington Bake
We have all been shocked with the loss of life and widespread devastation caused by
bushfire in Australia. I have been watching the size and scale of the fires, as the size has
grown beyond the size of Wales, beyond the size of Scotland, and is now nearing the
size of England. 28 people lost their lives in the fires along with a staggering billion animals. This is equivalent to around 15 animals for every person in the UK!
The Australian community in the school, which is quite sizeable, is having a Lamington
Drive, and will be baking Lamingtons, on Australia Day (26 January) and Lamingtons will
be available in school for a minimum donation of £1 on Monday 27 January. Please give
as generously as you can and if required, a donation may be provided in an envelope.

What is a Lamington
A lamington is an Australian cake, made from squares of sponge cake coated in an outer
layer of chocolate sauce and rolled in desiccated coconut. Lamingtons were named after Lord Lamington, who served as Governor of Queensland from 1896 to 1901.
Lamingtons are coated in coconut which is not technically a nut, but a drupe, and has a
much lower allergic profile than nuts. Please check dietary restrictions for your son,
should you have any concerns.

Behold! The Lamington.
50% of funds will go to the Australian Red Cross, and 50% will go to the WIRES, further
details below.
WWFA: https://www.wwf.org.au | Wires: https://www.wires.org.au/about-wires

House of Wetherby
Second Hand Uniform Sale
Wednesday 22nd January 2020 at 8:15am
Come along and top up on all those uniform and sports items lost and grown out of over
Christmas!

Mr Reid writes…
Dear Parents,
I hope you are well and to those who I haven’t spoken to, a Happy New Year to you!
If you are unaware, the exit road of the A40, towards the Wetherby Sports Ground
(WSG) is currently closed and will be so for at least a couple of weeks. With this in mind,
parents, nannies and drivers will need to give themselves considerably more time to get
to the WSG when arranging pick up for the boys at the end of the session. If there is no
one there to pick up your son when we are leaving the WSG, we will take them back to
school. We are not allowed to leave them at the WSG on their own. Whilst writing, can I
also reiterate that if your son is dropped off at the WSG for morning Games, parents,
nannies and drivers must remain with them until the WPS sports staff arrive.
Many thanks in advance.

School Council Meeting Minutes
Date: Tuesday 14th January 2020
Time: 8:30am
Attendance: School Council Representatives and PLT
Issues/Ideas brought up during meeting and action plan:


Lost property table: to be put out once every half term as this
works well.



Film Review Club: Year 7s and 8s can sometimes have different interests in films- can we have separate clubs?



Suggestions for Mufti Day at end of Spring Term: SC reps to
ask their forms for this.



Chinese New Year: Chinese food to be served at lunch for this.



World Book Day: Upper School to be involved in dressing up
this year.

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 21st January at 8:40am in
the Dining Room.

“The sweet smell of flowers flowed into my nostrils and my
eyes danced with the fountain of colours.”
G L, Y5

“Icy rivers whispered their last words before they surrendered to the winter frost”.
William F, Year 4

“The colours were fading into each other, turning into
different shades, teaching the world what brilliant art
is”.
Oliver P, Year 5

“The music flowed through the air like an eagle soaring
gracefully in the wind; it exuded pure beauty!”
Alexander S, Y6

“As I took my spacesuit helmet off, I immediately felt the
air’s arid bite on my coarse tongue.”
Philip M, Y8

Mr Gascoine writes…

Pupils who have answered correctly and therefore achieved greatness!

Elliot C

5B’s

Nadhmi A

SushiMaster

Daniil K

Arthur G

Rishaan U

Zehen S

Afonso de L

Taymour A

Laith A

3H Outdoor Learning
Miss Hood writes…
In teams, the boys had to use natural resources to construct a pyramid that would be
strong enough to hold a free-standing bucket of water. The task required essential teamwork and problem-solving skills, as well as a good understanding of weight distribution
and balance. Some very innovative ideas given, result in overall success! The boys then
had to invent their own obstacle course and work together to complete their course in the
fastest time. A great first Outdoor Learning session of 2020!

Miss Kirby writes…
Year 4 are working to create a display for Chinese New Year. The boys made lanterns last week and are now creating relief work in the form of the twelve Chinese
Zodiac animals. We are sure it will be a bright and beautiful display.
Well done, Year 4!

Miss Orpwood writes…

Miss Orpwood and Mr Brawn
playing with London City Orchestra
On Saturday 25th January Mr Brawn and I will be playing with London City Orchestra.
The repertoire for this concert is truly amazing including a piece by John Adams called:
‘A Short Ride in a Fast Machine’ which I think the boys would really enjoy. We are also
playing one of my favourite pieces for orchestra – Sibelius’ legendary 5th Symphony
which I haven’t played since I was in Music College.
If you are free, it would be lovely to see some friendly faces in the audience and a treat
for the boys to hear a live orchestra. The concert is taking place at Cecil Sharp House
(Regent’s Park Road, NW1 7AY) and starts at 2:30pm.
Please also see the attached poster and information about a Music Festival for children
taking place in June. This is being run by a brilliant company called ‘Rythmico’ and will
include what I’m sure will be some memorable performances and workshops from established musicians such as Ed Sheeran’s drummer.

Rugby Term Sports Report

U9 A – J vs. Arnold House and Thomas’s Fulham
The U9s took part in their first ever 10 match fixture on Tuesday playing against both Arnold House and Thomas’s Fulham. It was great to see all the boys competing in competitive fixtures for the first time. They managed to come away with an impressive 5 wins, 3
draws and 2 loses from there 10 matches. Well done, all.
Man of the Match A’s: Carlos O de C
B’s: Alexandros A
C’s: James B
D’s: Reno B
E’s: Benjamin M
F’s: James W
G’s: Younis A
H’s: Alexander R
I’s: Maximilian van der K
J’s: Tameem H

U10 A – F vs. The Hall
The U10s had a great afternoon of fixtures at the Wetherby Sports Ground against The
Hall School. They came away with 2 wins, 2 draws and 2 loses from their 6 matches.
A’s: James A
B’s: David F
C’s: Oliver P
D’s: Tobia P B
E’s: Jamie H
F’s: Jonah K

COME DINE WITH WETHERBY
Miss Kroiter writes…

Tickets are selling fast for ‘Wetherby Come Dine with Me’ which will be held
on 12th February between 6pm-8pm. That’s right, Mr Blundell, Mr Lock, Mr Ogden and many of our other Wetherby ‘master chefs’ will be whizzing up some
culinary delights for you in in the kitchen that evening and you will be served by
some of our dazzling team.
To secure your seat please send an email to jude.fekete@wetherbyprep.co.uk
by the 31st January.
Please see the attached poster for further information.

Highest Housepoint Earners by Form Class

Lower School

Upper School

3H

Raahil U

6A

Nima H

4E

Hugo S

6C

Nicholas O

4H

Miles C

6F

Lucas W

4P

William F

6M

Aran M

4S

Leonardo P

7B

Joshua L

5A

Ziang P

7L

Philipp G
Monty S

5O

Xan L

7M

Damien G

5L

Bear S

8B

Sebastian D

8G

Jack D

8S

Oliver B

8V

Aidan Z

Highest Housepoint Earner for the Week
Raahil U – 34

Weekly Housepoint Totals
First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Fourth Place

Dawson
Captain B. Govindan

Pembridge
Captain G. Granovski

Chepstow
Captain A. Pesendorfer

Westbourne
Captain M. Papasavvas

420

392

357

322

Yearly Housepoint Totals
First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Fourth Place

Pembridge
Captain G. Granovski

Dawson
Captain B. Govindan

Chepstow
Captain A. Pesendorfer

Westbourne
Captain M. Papasavvas

8084

8016

7114

6623

First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Form 4S
146

Form 3H
145

Form 5A
137

This week, it is the turn of very own School Secretary, Jude! Jude grew up in Hungary,
and went to school just outside the capital Budapest.
What was your favourite subject and why?
Maths was my strongest subject. I liked that it was logical and it made sense to me. Geography was interesting and I always knew I would travel a lot and liked daydreaming
about all of the places I wanted to visit. Biology was my favourite science as I found it
fascinating to know more about how the body works and about plants and animals.
Who was your favourite teacher and why?
Mr Karpati, who was my form teacher for four years from Years 9-13. He was a great
Maths teacher and was so kind. He was very supportive of all students in his form and he
loved his job. He was very firm but fair and had a great sense of humour….a bit like Mr
Blundell! Nobody messed with Mr Karpati :)

What was your most memorable trip/residential?
In Year 10 we went to Venice and Bibione. It was a great trip where we had lots of
free time to roam around and the class was full of funny characters who made it a real
adventure.
What didn’t you like about school?
I didn’t like doing homework! Homework time was always trickiest time of the day for
my parents, but it always got done in the end.
What did you learn most from school?
I learnt to respect people and when I should talk and when I shouldn’t!
If you went to Wetherby Prep, what Clubs would you have done?
I would have chosen, horse riding as my first choice, rock climbing as my second
choice and badminton as my third.
Thanks Jude—another member of our staff next week!

First rehearsal of String Ensemble

Our first rehearsal of Guitar and Harp Ensemble

5O enjoying the new boomwhackers

3H were using string to understand how light travels and allows us to see!

Alfie A at the Olympic Park – East London

Under 10 D

www.wetherbyprep.co.uk

