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Comprehension – 45 minutes

Paper 1 will be a comprehension.  Make sure you read through the text carefully before reading the questions.  You must ensure you practise skimming texts to find answers quickly as well as scanning texts to find the correct answer or context.  Do highlight any key words in the question to help focus your understanding of what is being asked.

Writing– 45 minutes

Paper 2 will be a creative writing task based on a title, question or sentence. Start by PLANNING your story.  You can use a story mountain, story map or you can brainstorm your ideas before you start writing. 
Grammar– 10 minutes

This short test will check your knowledge and understanding of grammar, punctuation and spelling.  You may be asked to re-write jumbled up or incorrect sentences or perhaps test your knowledge of different parts of speech.  
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The Plot

Introduction – Set the scene and introduce characters.
Build up – Describe characters and build up to a problem
Main/ middle paragraphs –What problem does the character face? Build the action to a climax. 
Resolution/conclusion – What happened after the main action? Is there a happy, sad, mysterious or humorous ending?

Starting your story
1.   “Once upon a time...” This is a bit boring. Try adding adjectives. E.g., “One terrifying day, something unusual happened...” 
2.     Begin with direct speech. E.g., “Come over here and look at this!” Carter shouted excitedly.
3.   Start with a question E.g., “Where on earth was it? I couldn’t find my homework anywhere! It was going to be one of those days.”
4.   Use action. E.g., “As I raced down the busy street my eyes scanned the crowd for any sign of him.
Continuing your story

1.   Sequence the events. Paragraphs are essential to score over 50%.
2.   Use descriptive language to add details to the events.

3.   Build your character descriptions.

4.   Limit direct speech (remember only up to 3 sets of speech marks before you continue your story); instead focus on building up figurative language using similes, personification and metaphors.

5.   What is the problem in your story? Remember to build tension.

Concluding your story

1.   Your ending should include what happens to your character when s/he resolves the problem. 
2.   Circle back to the beginning e.g. I would never again wonder what was hidden behind the secret door!

3.   Moral ending where a lesson has been learnt e.g. That was the last time I would ever lie to my friend!


Check your story—PIGS 
Punctuation ( Have you remembered capital letters, full stops, 

                          commas, question marks, and speech marks?

Improvements ( How could you make your work better and more                      

                             interesting?  (E.g., by adding an adjective or two)


Grammar ( Do all of your sentences sound right?  Are you
                     missing any words?

                      Have you kept the same tense throughout your story?

Spelling ( Have you spelled all of your words correctly?
Check out Mr Thorne’s grammar videos to help you revise: 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL49586F62799A527D
English Comprehension Tips

1.   Read the text twice through, highlighting any words that you do not know.
2.   Use the context to find the meaning of unknown words.

3.   Answer the questions using full sentences. Include the question in your answer. 
4.   Remember to go back to the story when answering questions. 

5.   Include a relevant quote in your answer. Remember to explain why you have included this quote. 

6.   Make sure your answers have capital letters and full stops.
7.   Look at how many marks each question is worth. This will give you an idea of how much detail to include.
 Note from Head of English: 
Most importantly of all, remember that exams are just a ‘snapshot’ of what you can do at one moment in time. Your teachers notice your hard work throughout the year and we are always looking at the bigger picture - your progression in English from September through to July. 

We want you to achieve your best; show off what you can do!
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