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WEEK 2 — Monday 14
th

 to Sunday 20
th

 September 2020 

Monday 14th September:  
 CATS Testing for the Whole School 
 Staff Meeting – 8am 
 U11 Wetherby Premier League Round 1 - 2:15pm 
 Mr Metherell to APG Educational Visits Forum – 2:30-4pm 
 Senior Management Team Meeting – 3pm 

Tuesday 15th September:  
 CATS Testing for the Whole School 

 U8/U9 Premier League Round 1 – 2:15pm  

Wednesday 16th September:  
 CATS Testing for the Whole School 
 U12 Wetherby Premier League Round 1 – 2:15pm 

 Mr Metherell to the APG GDPR Forum – 4-6pm  

Thursday 17th September:   
 CATS Testing for the Whole School 
 U13 Wetherby Premier League Round 1 – 9:30am 
 U10 Wetherby Premier League Round 1 – 2:15pm 

 School Management Meeting – 4:30pm  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9685104416  

Friday 18th September:  
 CATS Testing for the Whole School 
 Staff Meeting – 8am 
 Whole School Assembly on Zoom – 8:45am 

THIS EVENT WILL BE STREAMED LIVE ON INSTAGRAM  

AND ON            

Saturday 19th September:  
 

 

Sunday 20th September:  
 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9685104416


 

 

End of Week 1 and everything is full-speed-ahead at Wetherby Prep.  Boys are into their new ‘new’ routine 
and after the inevitable teething problems with drop off/pick up, building navigation and the first Friday 
Clubs session this afternoon, boys are getting more used to their surroundings and the protocols – great to 
have them all here.  Below I have highlighted a number of areas that are either new for this year at 
Wetherby Prep or new for the time being.  Please do give them your attention. 
  
Probably the most significant, certainly for the boys, is our roll out of the Surface Go devices.  As existing 
parents will know, this has been planned for a year now but if there are any positives that can come from 
lockdown last term, the boys’ affinity with the Teams platform has made the implementation of these devic-
es straightforward.   The intention is for these devices to enhance the learning that we provide, not to re-
place it.  We still put as much focus on handwriting and exercise book work and remain proudly a ‘pen and 
paper’ school.  ‘Digital literacy’ in an educational setting is now so commonplace and with online testing, 
multimedia resources all now second nature to the boys, they will end up far better prepared for the next 
stage of their schooling and ultimately their careers then certainly my generation was. As someone who 
spends his life telling his sons, Patrick and Joseph, to “Get off their screens”, we are not here to provide 
you with another device and another problem.  What we are aiming for is educating the boys in an appro-
priate and proportional use of all things digital.   
  
We could have had a stock of 400 Surface Go devices that we allocate/redistribute each year but we have 
done this for years with laptops and iPads resulting in countless login issues, corrupted profiles and limited 
lifespan of the device.  With the boys owning their own device, their use is far more efficient, effective and it 
is basic human nature that if something is your possession you do, by default, treat it with more care and 
respect.  
  
As we welcome almost 100 new boys to the school this term, it has been great to see ‘Old Wetherby Boys’ 
dropping off their brothers before embarking on their senior school journeys this week.  As I cycle to the 
school down George Street, I always pass alumni walking towards Wetherby Senior and always give them 
a wave or thumbs up.  They always have a smile and a greeting, none more so than Monty Cortazzi (Class 
of 2016) who I was delighted to hear has been made Head Boy for this year.  Monty was a Prefect here in 
2015/2016 so his leadership qualities were spotted back then!  My heartfelt congratulations to Seth Bolde-
row and his team at the Senior School for another splendid year of GCSE and A Level results, particularly 
in these most trying of circumstances.  This was their first ‘exit’ group and a measure of their success that 
Oxbridge, Russell Group, US and European Universities were all heavily represented from our Pioneers – 
great work boys! 
  
And lastly, I have graciously accepted the sympathy from countless Wetherby boys this week as I have 
seen them for the first time since ‘our’ beloved Watford were relegated from the Premier League.  But look, 
it’s no problem, we’ve been here before; you have to experience the lows to appreciate the highs and I am 
really excited for the new season, starting tonight against Middlesbrough.  As any sports supporter will feel 
at the start of any season, I reckon this will be our best yet…I feel exactly the same about this coming 
Wetherby Prep year! 
  
Have a good weekend, 
  
Nick Baker   

Dear Parents, 



 

 

Pick up and Drop Off 
  
It will be easier next week with Clubs but parents please drop off/pick up from the year group entry and 
exit point.  For Years 3, 5, 7 and 8 – this is the traditional 48 entrance.  For Years 5 and 6, it is via 47 (the 
new building).  New parents will notice that Home Time Team are constantly looking at their mobile 
phones whilst directing the boys or chatting to parents; this is because we notify staff in the building to 
release your son – be assured we are not online shopping or texting friends!  It is imperative that parents 
do not double park or block access for other road users.  We have an improving relationship with our 
neighbours and must respect that this is their residence as much as it ours.  Thank you. 
  
 

Security at the above 
  
An opportunist opened one of our parent’s cars in the week and stole a handbag just at the very moment 
she was letting her son out of the car.  London is relatively peaceful currently but we must continue to be 
vigilant for opportunistic crime such as this.  This is a high profile school with very predictable drop off and 
pick up times so please secure all vehicles and property. 
 
  

Hot weather 
  
As I said in Assembly, next week will be hot - particularly the early part of the week.  We are fine with boys 
wearing games or PE kit on days they do not have Games if it makes them more comfortable in the build-
ing.  We have generally good ventilation here but over 27 degrees outside makes life quite uncomfortable 
in some classrooms.     



 

  

Louise Kirk 
Head of History 

Caitlin Sheldon 
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Jessica Cox 
History 

Gregory Trencher 
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Theodor Groes 
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This week’s Citizen of the Week is Drago S-J in Year 8.  At last term ’s 
Prize Giving, many staff noted Drago’s humility and genuine enthusiasm 
at the announcement of the PLT (Pupil Leadership Team) for this aca-
demic year.    A true team player who has had an excellent start to this 
term. 



 

 

Constantine L 5A  
 
Dino came into the Games office and was very 
polite asking for a football for break. He brought 
the ball back, and later sent a message of thanks  
to me on Teams!  
 
Mr Evans 

 



 

 

Other notable ‘Acts of Kindness’ 
 
 
 
 Junyi C 6E 
 

Over the summer Junyi sent me some extremely polite and ma-
ture emails. The understanding, maturity and good humour he 
displayed in response to a small error was outstanding and 
needs recognising. Miss Kroiter  
 

 
 Ezra W 6M 
 

This boy held the door to the narrow 47 stairs open for me, and 
all of his peers, without any direction from me. A very helpful 
young man. Mr Thorne 
 

 Philip M 4L 
 

An absolute superstar in TPR this week- helping with resources 
and being ever so polite- well done! Miss Orpwood 

 
 
 Ferens C 5C 
 

At the end of the day, Ferens took the initiative and tidied the 
classroom without seeking help or being asked. Great manners! 
Mlle Flomet 



 

  

Mr Lock writes… 
 
 

TEAMS 
 

Please note that from Monday, all class Teams will be fully up and running. Teams is available 
on each boy’s Surface Go as a shortcut. 
 
 

HOMEWORK 
 

Teams will also provide details of any homework set by teachers. Please use this in conjunction 
with homework diaries keep a track of what is due to be completed each day. 
 
 

BOOKS IN AND OUT OF SCHOOL 
 

From today, there are no limitations on books coming into and out of school. Boys may be set 
homework on Teams but it will be completed in a book. 
 
 

SURFACE GOS 
 
Please ensure that Surface Gos are fully charged when coming into school each day. Please do 
not bring chargers into school we do not have enough sockets to charge all devices and they 
may go missing. 
 
Remember also that Surface Go devices do not currently have filtering when on networks out-
side of the school building (we hope to install this in the coming weeks). Please ensure that you 
take precautions to ensure pupils are safe when using at home. 
 
Finally, the software on each device has been selected for stability and optimal performance. 
Although many pupils like Google Chrome as a browser, Microsoft Edge is seen as superior (at 
the moment!). Please note that Surface Gos are restricted in terms of adding applications. 
 
 

YEAR 6 
 
As Year 6 pupils build towards entrance exams, we will be suspending the usual homework 
timetable and focusing primarily on mathematics and English. 
 
 

CATS 
 
CATS have started this week and will continue into Tuesday next week. Exact timetables are 
not being sent home and they will generally happen during mathematics and English lessons. 
Once results have been collated they will be shared with parents by letter. 
 



 

  

Mr Reid writes… 
 
 

WETHERBY PREMIER LEAGUE 
 
Dear Parents, 
  
I hope you are all well and had a good summer.  
  
Although there is no Government guidance that specifically prevents schools from playing against 
each other, no schools are fulfilling fixtures at the moment. IAPS have postponed their events until 
after October Half Term and it seems that schools are taking their lead from this. I am in constant 
communication with schools and as soon as they start playing again, we will revert back to the fixture 
calendar. In the meantime, the boys will take part in the Wetherby Premier League made up of teams 
from their Year Group. 
  
Whilst discussing sport at Wetherby Prep, a gentle reminder that all boys must bring their own water 
bottles to Games. They may fill these up from the water fountains in school and at the Wetherby 
Sports Ground but they are not allowed to drink directly from them due to COVID-19 protocol.  
  
Many thanks and I look forward to catching up with some of you very soon. 
  

Mrs Noval writes… 
 
 

INDIVIDUAL PORTRAITS 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Gilman & Soame will be in on Friday 18th September to take individual portraits of the boys; please 
remember to send your son to school in full uniform. They can change into their games kit for their 
sporting activities after lunch.  
 
Thank you very much for your collaboration! 

Mr Dean writes… 
 
 

CLUBS 
 

I hope your son enjoyed his club this afternoon. All after school clubs will start from Monday. To view 
your son’s club allocations please log onto the SOCS website in the first instance. The link for the log 
in page is below: 
 
https://www.socscms.com/login/28432/parent/ 
 
For any parents who haven’t activated their account yet, please click ‘activate account’ enter the 
email address you have registered with the school and click activate. You should then receive an 
email with a link to activate your account. Any questions regarding clubs please don’t hesitate to get 
in touch. 
 

https://www.socscms.com/login/28432/parent/


 

  

The PTA write… 
 

Wetherby PTA  
 
Dear parents old and new!  
 
While we can't currently hold PTA breakfast meetings due to Covid restrictions nor are we currently 
allowed to approach new parents for the role, we wanted to introduce ourselves and ask for new 
volunteers in 3H and 8B! 
 
We are two co-chairs - Lisa Giles (a Wetherby veteran who has had 4 sons matriculate through the 
school), whose son Damien is in 8O and Michelle Bonn Paul who has Arki also in 8O. Supported 
by Angela Kohli who has Shiv (8O).  
 
The role of the PTA is to foster relations with the parents and school (any academic or pastoral 
matters always go via Mr Baker and his team) and we are responsible as a parent body for arrang-
ing gatherings for the parents to get to know each other and the educators, fun sporting and pasto-
ral events throughout the year for the boys as well as fundraising.  
 
Mindful of our strong sense of community and trying times, we will be concentrating efforts on re-
plenishing the Wetherby Bursary and Scholarship Fund this year which provides a Wetherby edu-
cation to talented boys from pre-preparatory level through to the senior school and further allows us 
to continue to provide much needed assistance to current pupils. 
 
Given the current times which dictate that we can't meet, we would like you to know that we are 
available to you at pta@wetherbyprep.co.uk for any questions you may have and we would love to 
hear from you if you are a new parent who would like to volunteer for the above classes. 
 
 
To all of the reps already confirmed, we will send an email as soon as we've gathered your ad-
dresses from Mrs Noval - thank you all.   
 
We look forward to being able to help in any way we can.  
 
Lisa, Michelle and Angela 
 
 

House of Wetherby 
Second Hand Uniform Sales 
 
We are so lucky to have a successful second hand uniform provision run by parent volunteers. Be-
fore Covid, one large sale was held each term with parents able to browse and select items. Since 
the restrictions on gatherings, this format is no longer possible, and a trial selection process was 
carried out earlier this week, and raised just under £2,000 (all proceeds go to the WPS charities).  
  
The new system will work as follows - 
 
1.    A date will be set, published in the newsletter, and all requests for uniform will need to be re-
ceived by 6PM THE NIGHT BEFORE that date. Unfortunately, no late orders will be accepted.  
  
2.    We will source the best available item in the size requested. Please be aware, this is USED 
uniform, and everything is in need of a wash. It may also lack the odd button, but we believe that it 
is in an acceptable state, if washed. 
  
3.    The items will be available for collection at pick up that day; all sales are final, and no refunds 
or exchanges are possible. Please bring a credit/debit card for payment on collection. 
  
As soon as Government guidelines permit, we will go back to a general sale at which you will be 
able to choose your own items in person. We are making great endeavours to provide this useful 
service, as we know parents are still keen to take advantage of the considerable savings on new 
uniform.  
  

mailto:pta@wetherbyprep.co.uk


 

  

Ms Russell writes… 
 
 

Academic Enrichment at WPS 
 
This year marks the launch of a new academic enrichment programme at WPS. We will have a 
termly enrichment theme which will form part of our teaching and learning and will also be support-
ed in our extra-curricular enrichment activities. Our focus for this term is oracy: the art of communi-
cation through speaking and listening.  Boys will have one oracy lesson per week with their form 
tutors in form time and they will also be encouraged to take part in lots of discussion in lessons, 
using our Oracy Golden Rules (see below). It would be wonderful if this could also be supported at 
home with any family discussions! 
 
There will also be the opportunity for Upper School boys to put their oracy skills to the test by enter-
ing this year’s BBC Young Reporter competition. We will be exploring this in PSHE lessons and 
please do take a look at the link below if you think it is something your son would enjoy:  
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/young-reporter/competition/zghcydm 
 
For the Lower School boys, we will run an in-house Wetherby Young Reporter competition and 
hope the boys will enjoy taking part!  
 



 

 

 

 

 
Miss Lister writes… 
 

 
SPACE NEWS w/b 07.09.20 
 
Dear Wetherby family, 
 

Year 5 Contribution this week due to our new topic being Earth and Space 

Submarine could explore seas of huge Saturn moon Titan 

 

 

 
 
A submarine could explore alien seas just a few decades from now. 
 
Researchers have been crafting a concept mission that would send a submarine to Saturn's huge 
moon Titan, which sports lakes and seas of liquid hydrocarbons on its frigid surface. 
 
Such a mission, if approved and funded by NASA, could be ready to launch in the 2030s, potentially 
paving the way for even more ambitious submarine exploration down the road, the concept's develop-
ers said. 

 
 
 
 

https://www.space.com/saturn-moon-titan-secrets.html
https://www.space.com/saturn-moon-titan-secrets.html


 

 

 On This Day in Space: Sept. 8, 2004:  
NASA's Genesis spacecraft crash-lands in Utah 

 
 

Genesis was NASA's first sample-return mission since the Apollo program, and the first to bring back 
samples from anywhere farther than the moon. The spacecraft picked up solar wind particles while 
orbiting the L1 Lagrange point, which is about 1 million miles away from Earth. L1 is a "sweet spot" 
between the Earth and the sun, where the gravitational pull from both objects balances out.  

 

 

Half the atoms in the planet could be digital data by 2245 

 

 
 
 
 
Information might seem immaterial.  
 
But within a few short centuries, the total amount of digital bits produced annually by humanity could 
exceed the number of atoms on our planet and, even more unexpectedly, account for half of its mass.  
Those are the conclusions of a mind-bending new study looking at the growth of data over time and its 
potentially catastrophic consequences.  

https://www.space.com/topics/apollo-program
https://www.livescience.com/37206-atom-definition.html


 

 

 
First Place 

 
Second Place 

 
Third Place 

 

 
Form 5W 

75 
 

 
Form 6E 

53 
  

 
Form 4L 

52 



 

 

 

 
 

Kyu D 8O 
 

Kyu had a busy summer building a computer. He researched the parts and then 
assembled it with specs to support video gaming – very impressive! 



 

 



 

 



 

 

www.wetherbyprep.co.uk 
 

 

First rehearsal of our new Wetherby Cantata  

http://www.wetherbyprep.co.uk

